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For Signsand For Seasons

Such are the contents of this wondrous book that is written in
the heavens. Thus has God been spesking and emphasizing and
developing Hisfirst great prophetic promise of Genesis 3:15.

Though for more than 2,500 years His people had not this
Revelation written in abook as we now haveit in the Bible,

they were not |eft in ignorance and darkness asto God's
purposes and counsdls, nor were they without hope as to ultimate
deliverance from al evil and from the Evil One.

Adam, who first heard that wondrous promise, repeated it, and
gaveit to his posterity asamost precious heritage- -the ground

of al their faith, the substance of dl their hope, the object

of al their desire. Seth and Enoch took it up. Enoch, we know,
prophesied of the Lord's coming, saying, "Behold the Lord cometh
with ten thousands of His saints to execute judgment upon al*
(Jude 14). How could these "holy prophets, since the world
began," have recorded their prophecies better, or more

effectudly, or more truthfully and powerfully, than in these
star-pictures and thelr interpretation? This becomes a certainty
when we remember the words of the Holy Spirit by Zacharias (Luke
1:67-70):

"Blessed be the Lord God of Isradl;

For He hath visited and redeemed His people,

And hath raised up ahorn of sdvation for us

In the house of His servant David,

As He spake by the mouth of HISHOLY PROPHETS
WHICH HAVE BEEN SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN."



The same truth is reveded through Peter, in Acts 3:20, 21: "He
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you;
whom the heaven must receive until the times of retitution of

al things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of al HISHOLY
PROPHETS SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN."

These words have new meaning for us, if we see the things which
were spoken "since the world began,” thus written in the

heavens, which utter speech (i.e. prophecy), and show forth this
knowledge day after day and night after night, the heritage of

al the earth, and their words reaching unto the ends of the

world.

This Reveation, coinciding asit doesin dl its facts and

truths with that afterwards recorded "in the Volume of the

Book," must have had the same Divine origin, must have been made
known by the inspiration of the same Holy Spirit.

We now proceed to compare the two, and we shal see how they
agree & every point, proving that the source and origin of this
Divine Revelation is one and the same.

If you know of any books on a similar topic that are in the

public domain and have not been converted for online viewing on
the internet, please contact: research-bpr @philologos.orgor
moza@butter fly.mv.com
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" ... freely ye havereceved, freely give" (Mat 10:8)

The Witness of the Stars
E. W. Bullinger

Preface

Some years ago it was my privilege to enjoy the acquaintance of
Miss Frances Rolleston, of Keswick, and to carry on a
correspondence with her with respect to her work, Mazzaroth or,
the Congelations. She wasthe first to creste an interest in
thisimportant subject. Since then Dr. Joseph A. Seiss, of
Philadelphia, has endeavored to popularize her work on the other
sde of the Atlantic; and brief references have been made to the
subject in such books as Moses and Geology, by Dr. Kinns, and in
Primeva Man; but it was fdt, for many reasons, that it was
desirable to make another effort to set forth, in amore

complete form, the witness of the stars to prophetic truth, so
necessary in these last days.

To the late Miss Rolleston, however, belongs the honor of
collecting amass of information bearing on this subject; but,
published asit was, chiefly in the form of notes, unarranged

and unindexed, it was suited only for, but was most valuable to,
the student. It was she who performed the drudgery of collecting
the facts presented by Albumazer, the Arab astronomer to the
Cdiphs of Grenada, AD 850; and the Tables drawn up by Ulugh



Beigh, the Tartar prince and astronomer, about AD 1450, who
gives the Arabian astronomy asit had come down from the
earlies times.

Modern astronomers have preserved, and sill have in common use,
the ancient names of over a hundred of the principa stars which
have been handed down; but now these names are used merely asa
convenience, and without any reference to their sgnificance.

Thiswork is an atempt to popularize this ancient information,
and to use it in the interest of truth.

For the ancient astronomica facts and the names, with their
meaning, | am, from the very nature of the case, indebted, of
course, to al who have preserved, collected, and handed them
down; but for their interpretation | am aone respongble.

It isthe possession of "that blessed hope" of Christ's speedy
return from heaven which will give true interest in the great
subject of this book.

No one can dispute the antiquity of the Sgns of the Zodiac, or
of the congtdllations. No one can question the accuracy of the
ancient star names which have come down to us, for they are
gill preserved in every good celestid atlas. And we hope that
no one will be able to resst the cumulative evidence that,

gpart from God's grace in Christ thereis no hope for snners
now; and apart from God's glory, asit will be manifested in the
return of Chrigt from heaven, thereis no hopefor Isragl, no
hope for the world, no hope for agroaning creaton. In spite of
al the vaunted promises of ardigious world, and of aworldly
church, to remove the effects of the curse by a socid gospel of
sanitation, we are more and more shut up to the prophecy of
Genesis 3:15, which we wait and long to see fulfilled in Christ
asour only hope. Thisis beautifully expressed by the late Dr.
William Leesk:

And is there none before? No perfect peace
Unbroken by the storms and cares of life,
Until the time of waiting for Him cease,
By His appearing to destory the strife.

No, none before.



Do we not hear that through the flag of grace
By faithful messengers of God unfurled,
All men will be converted, and the place
Of man'srebdllion be a holy world?
Yes, so we hear.

Isit not true that to the Church isgiven
The holy honor of dispeling night
And bringing back the human race to heaven,
By kindling everywhere the Gospd light?
It isnot true.

Is this the hope--that Christ the Lord will come,

Indl the glory of Hisroyd right,

Redeemer and Avenger, taking home

His saints, and crushing the usurper's might?
Thisisthe hope.

May the God of al grace accept and bless this effort to show
forth His glory, and use it to strengthen His people in waiting

for His Son from Heaven, even Jesus which delivered us from the
wrath to come.

Ethelbert W. Bullinger

I ntroduction

For more than two thousand five hundred years the world was
without a written revelation from God. The question is, Did God
leave Himsdf without a witness? The question is answered very
positively by the written Word that He did not. In Romans 1:19
it is declared that, "that which may be known of God is manifest
in them; for God hath showed it unto them. For the invisble
things of Him from the crestion of the world are clearly seen,



being understood by the things that are made, even His eternd
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse." But how was
God known? How were His"invisble things" i.e, His plans, His
purposes, and His counsdls, known since the creetion of the

world? We are told by the Holy Spirit in Romans 10:18. Having
dated inv. 17 that "Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the
Word (the thing spoken, sayings) of God," He asks, "But | say,
Have they not heard? Yes, verily." And we may ask, How have they
heard? The answer follows--"Ther sound went into al the earth

and their words (ther teaching, message, ingtruction) unto the

ends of the world." What words? What ingtruction? Whose message?
Whose teaching? Thereis only one answer, and that is, THE
HEAVENS! Thisis settled by the fact that the passage is quoted
from Psalm 19, [one] part of which is occupied with the

Revelation of God written in the Heavens, and the part with the
Reveation of God written in the Word.

Thisisthe ample explanation of this beautiful Psdm. Thisis
why its two subjects are brought together. It has often
perplexed many why there should be that abrupt departurein
verse 7--"Thelaw of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul.”
Thefact is thereis nothing abrupt init, and it isno

departure. It is amply the trandtion to the second of the two
great Revelations which are thus placed in juxtapostion. The
first isthe Revelation of the Cresator, El, in Hisworks, while

the second is the Reveation of the Covenant Jehovah in His
Word. And it is noteworthy thet whilein thefirg hdf of the
Psdm, El isnamed only once, in the latter haf Jehovahis
named seven times, the last being threefold (Jehovah, Rock, and
Redeemer), concluding the Psalm.

Let usthen turn to Psalm 19, and note fire--

The Structure* of the Psalm asawhole.
A. 1-4. The Heavens.
B. 4-6. "In them" the Sun.
A. 7-10. The Scriptures.
B. 11-14. "In them" Thy Servant.

* For what is meant by "Structure,” see A Key to the Psams, by
the late Rev. Thos. Boys, edited by the present author.

In the Key to the Psalms, p. 17, it is pointed out that the



terms employed in A and B are astronomicd, * whilein A and B
they are literary Thus the two parts are sgnificantly connected
and united.

*Vis, inA (w 7,8),--

"Converting,” from to return, as the sun in the heavens.
"Tegtimony," from to repest, hence, awitness, spoken of the sun
in Psdm 89:37.

"Sure" faithful, as the sun (Psa89:37).

"Enlightening,” from to give light, as the sun (Gen 1:15,17,18;
Isa 60:19; Eze 32:7).

InB (w 11-13),--

"Warned," from to make light, hence, to teach, admonish.
"Keeping," from to keep, observe, asthe heavens (Psa 130:6; Isa
21:11). Or asthe heavenly bodies observe God's ordinances.
"Errors," from to wander, asthe planets.

"Keep back,” to hold back, restrain.

"Have dominion over," from to rule. Spoken of the sun and moon
in Genesis 1:18. "The sun to rulethe day,” &c. (Psa136:8,9).

Ewad and others imagine that this Psdm is made up of two
fragments of separate Psalms composed at different periods and
brought together by alater editor!

But thisis disproved not only by what has been said concerning
the structure of the Psdm as awhole, and the interlacing of

the astronomica and the literary termsin the two parts, but it

is dso shown by more minute details.

Each haf congsts of two portions which correspond the one to
the other, A answering to A, and B to B. Moreover, each hdf, as
well as each corresponding member, conssts of the same number
of lines, those in the firgt half being, by the caesura, short,
whilethose int he last hdf are long (or double).
A. 1-4. Eight lines
B. 4-6. Sx lines=14lines
A. 7-10. Eight lines
B. 11-14. Sx lines= 14 lines.

If we confine oursalvesto thefirg haf of thePsam* (A and



B, verses 1-6), with which we are now aone concerned, we see a
gill more minute proof of Divine order and perfection.

The Structure of A and B.
A&B. C. 1. The heavens.
D. 2. Ther testimony: incessant. (Pos.)
E. 3. Their words inaudible. (Neg.)
D. 4. Ther testimony: universd. (Pos))
C. 4-6. The heavens.

* The other hdf of the Psimisjust as perfectly arranged. For
example, there are six words used (vv 7-9) to describe the
fulness of the Word of God, and they are thus placed,
dternady:
F. Two feminine sngulars. (Law and Testimony.)
G. One masculine plurd. (Statutes.)
F. Two feminine sngulars. (Commandment and Fear.)
G. One masculine plurd. (Judgments).

Here we have an introversion, in which the extremes (C and C)
are occupied with the heavens, while the means (D, E and D) are
occupied with their tesimony.

The following isthe full expanson of the above, with origind
emendations which preserve the order of the Hebrew words and
thusindicate the nature of the structure:
C. a The heavens
b. aretdling (1)
c. theglory (2) of God:
c. and the work of his hands
b. is stting forth (3)
a. the firmament.

D. d. Day after day (4)
e. uttereth (5) speech,
d. And night after night
e. sheweth knowledge.
E. f. There is no speech (what is articulate)
g. and there are no words; (what is audible)
g. and without being audible, (whet is audible).
f. isthar voice (what is articulate).
D. h. Into dl the earth (as created)
i. isther line (6) gone forth;



h. And into the ends of the world (as inhabited)
i. Their sayings.
C. j. For the sun He hath set atent (an abode) in them,
k. I. and he as a bridegroom (comparison)
m. is going forth from his canopy, (mation: itsrisng)
|. he rgoiceth as a mighty one (comparison)
m. to run his course. (Moation: itsrapid course.)
k. n. From the end of the heavens (egress)
0. ishisgoing forth, (egress)
0. and his revolution (regress)
Nn. unto their ends. (regress)
j. and there is nothing hid from his heed (i.e. from him (7))

(1) From to cut into, or grave, hence, to write. It has the two
senses of our English verb tell, which means to count, and dso
to narrate. Thefirst occurrenceis Genesis 15:5, "Tdl the

gars, if thou be able to number them." Genesis 24:66, "The
servant told Isaac dl things that he had done.” Psalm 71:15,
"My mouth shdl show forth (tell of, RV) thy righteousness and
thy sdvation dl the day; for | know not the numbers (i.e,, the
accounts) of them," i.e,, dl the particulars.

(2) From to be heavy, weight, the context determining whether
the weight spoken of is advantageous or not. Thefirst

occurrence is Genesis 12:10, "The famine was grievous in the
land.” The next, 13:2, "Abram was very rich." It is often

applied to persons who are of weight and importance, hence,
glorious and honourable. It is used of the glory of the Lord,

and of God Himsdlf, as we use Mgesty of a person. See Isaiah
3.8, 4:2, 11:10, 43:20; Haggai 2:8; Exodus 16:7, 24:17; 1 Samuel
4:21; Psdm 26:8 (honour), 63:3.

(3) From to set before, to set forth, to shew. First occurrence,
Genesis 3:11, "Who told thee that thou wast naked." Psalm 97:6,
"The heavens declare His righteousness’; 111:6, "He hath shewed
his people the power of hisworks.”

(4) Thisisthe English idiom for the Hebrew "Day to day.” The
lamed isused inits sense of adding or superadding to, asin
Isaiah 28:10, "precept to precept”; i.e., precept after precept,
line after line. Genesis 46:26, "All the souls that came with
Jacob" (to Jacob; i.e., in addition to Jacob. So here, "Day to
day"; i.e,, Day in addition to day, or, aswe say, Day dfter



day).

(5) From to tell forth, akin to to prophesy, from root to pour
forth. Literdly, here, poureth forth discourse. Psdm 145:9,
"agbundantly utter.”

(6) Ther line, i.e, their measuring line. By the figure of
metonymy the line which measures is put for the portion or
heritage which is measured, as in many other places. See Psalm
16:6, "Thelines are fdlen unto mein pleasant places; yea, |
have agoodly heritage.” (See dso Psdm 7855, &c.) Here, it
means that "Their measuring line has gone forth unto dl the
eath"; i.e, All the earth inherits thistheir testimony (i.e,

has this testimony for its heritage), and to the ends of the

world (the inhabited world) their ingruction has gone forth.
With this agrees, in sense, the LXX here, and Romans 10:18,
which each has a sound, or voice; i.e,, asound in relation to
the hearer, rather than to that which causesit. The meaning of
the passage is, "All the earth has their sound or testimony as

its heritage, and the ends of the world hear their words."
Symmachus has a sound, or report. Compare Deuteronomy 4:19,
"divided."

(7) [If] meansthat which ishot, and is a poeticd name of the
aun itsdf.

Surely there is something more referred to here than amere
wonder excited by the works of the Creator! When we read the
whole passage and mark its structure, and note the words
employed, we are emphatically told that the heavens contain a
revelation from God; they prophesy, they show knowledge, they
tell of God's glory, and st forth His purposes and counsels.

It isaremarkable fact that it isin the Book of Job, which is
generdly dlowed to be the oldest book in the Bible, * if not

in the world, that we have referencesto this Stellar

Revdation. Thiswould be at least 2,000 years before Chrigt. In
that book the signs of the Zodiac and the names of severd dars
and congtdlations are mentioned, as being ancient and
wdl-known.

* Job is thought by some to be the Jobab mentioned in Genesis
10:29, the third in descent from Eber.



In Isaiah 40:26 (RV) we read:--

"Lift up your eyes on high,

And see who hath created these,

That bringeth out their host by number:
He cdleth them dl by name;

By the greatness of His might,

And for that He is strong in power,
Not oneislacking."”

We have the same evidence in Psam 147:4 (RV).

"He tdleth the number of the gars;
He giveth them dl their names”

Hereisadiginct and Divine declaration that the great Creator
both numbered as wdl as named the stars of Heaven.

The question is, Has he revealed any of these names? Have any of
them been handed down to us?

The answer is Yes, and that in the Bible itself we have the
names (0 ancient that their meaning is alittle obscure) of Ash
(aname 4till connected with the Great Bear), Cesil, and Cimah.

They occur in Job 9:9: "Which maketh Arcturus (RV the Bear),
Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south." (Marg.,
Heb., Ash, Cesil, and Cimah.)

Job 38:31,32: "Cangt thou bind the sweet influences (RV clugter)
of the Pleiades (marg., the seven stars, Heb. Cimah), or loose
the bands of Orion (marg. Heb. Cesil)? Cangt thou bring forth
Mazzaroth (marg., the twelve Sgns. RV, "the twelve sgns': and
marg., the Sgns of the Zodiac) in his season? or cangt thou

guide Arcturus with his sons (RV, the Bear with her train; and
marg., Heb., sons)."*

* Note the gructure of thisverse:
A. The seven sars,
B. Orion,
A. Thetwdve sgns,
B. Arcturus.



Isaiah 13:10: ..."the gars of heaven and the constdlations
thereof" ...

Amos 5:8: "Seek him that maketh the seven gars (RV, the
Pleiades) and Orion.”

Then we have the term "Mazzaroth," Job 38:32, and "Mazzaoth,” 2
Kings 23:5. The former in both versonsis referred to the

Twelve Signs of the Zodiac, while the latter is rendered

"planets”" and in margin, the twelve sgns or congellations.

Others are referred to by name. The Sgn of "Gemini," or the
Twins, is given asthe name of aship: Acts 28:11, Castor &
Pollux.

Most commentators agree that the congtellation of "Draco,” or

the Dragon (between the Great and Little Bear), isreferred to

in Job 26:13: "By His Spirit He hath garnished the heavens, His
hand hath formed the crooked serpent (RV swift. Marg. fleeing or
gliding. Seelsaiah 27:1, 43:14)." Thisword "garnished” is
peculiar. The RV putsin the margin, beauty. In Psdm 16:6, it

is rendered goodly. "I have agoodly heritage." In Danid 4:2,

it isrendered, "I thought it good to show,” referring to "the

sgns and wonders' with which God had visted Nebuchadnezzar. It
appears from this that God "thought it good to show™ by these
sgns written in the heavens the wonders of His purposes and
counsds, and it was by His Spirit that He made it known; it was
His hand that coiled the crooked serpent among the stars of
heaven.

Thus we see that the Scriptures are not silent asto the great
antiquity of the Sgns and congelations.

If we turn to history and tradition, we are at once met with the

fact that the Twelve Signs are the same, both as to the meaning

of their names and asto their order in dl the ancient nations

of the world. The Chinese, Chaldean, and Egyptian records go
back to more than 2,000 years BC. Indeed, the Zodiacsin the
Temples of Denderah and Esneh, in Egypt, are doubtless copies of
Zodiacs dill more ancient, which, from interna evidence, must

be placed nearly 4,000 BC, when the summer solstice wasin Leo.



Josephus hands down to us what he gives as the traditions of his
own nation, corroborated by his reference to eight ancient

Gentile authorities, whose works are lost. He says that they al

assart that "God gave the antediluvians such long life that they

might perfect those things which they had invented in

adronomy." Cassni commences his History of Astronomy by saying
"It isimpossible to doubt that astronomy was invented from the
beginning of the world; history, profane aswell as sacred,

testifies to this truth.” Nouet, a French astronomer, infers

that the Egyptian Astronomy must have arisen 5,400 BC!

Ancient Persan and Arabian traditions ascribe its invention to
Adam, Seth, and Enoch. Josephus asserts that it originated in
the family of Seth; and he says that the children of Seth, and
especidly Adam, Seth, and Enoch, that their revelaion might
not be logt as to the two coming judgments of Water and Fire,
made two pillars (one of brick, the other of stone), describing
the whole of the predictions of the stars upon them, and in case
the brick pillar should be destroyed by the flood, the stone
would preserve the revelation (Book 1, chapters 1-3).

Thisiswhat is doubtless meant by Genesis 11:4, "And they sad,
Go to, let us build us acity and atower whose top may reach
unto heaven." The words "may reech” arein itdics. Thereis
nothing in the verse which relaes to the height of this tower.

It merdly says, and histop with the heavens, i.e. with the
pictures and the stars, just as we find them in the ancient
temples of Denderah and Esneh in Egypt. This tower, with its
planisphere and pictures of the Sgns and congellations, was to
be erected like those temples were afterwards, in order to
preserve the revelation, "lest we be scattered abroad upon the
face of thewhole earth.”

Thisis corroborated by Lieut.-Gen. Chesney, wel known for his
learned researches and excavations among the ruins of Babylon,
who, after describing his various discoveries, says, "About five
miles SW. of Hillah, the most remarkable of al theruins, the
Birs Nimroud of the Arabs, risesto a height of 153 feet above
the plain from a base covering a square of 400 feet, or dmost
four acres. It was constructed of kiln-dried bricksin seven
stages to correspond with the planets to which they were
dedicated: the lowermost black, the colour of Saturn; the next
orange, for Jupiter; the third red, for Mars; and so on. * These



stages were surmounted by alofty tower, on the summit of which,
we are told, were the signs of the Zodiac and other astronomical
figures; thus having (as it should have been trandated) a
representation of the heavens, instead of "a top which reached
unto heaven.”

* Fragments of these coloured glazed bricks areto be seenin
the British Museum.

ThisBiblica evidence carries us a once right back to the
Food, or about 2,500 years BC.

Thistower or temple, or both, was dso caled "The Seven
Spheres,” according to some; and "The Seven Lights" according
to others. It isthus clear that the popular idea of its height

and purpose must be abandoned, and its astronomical reference to
revelation must be admitted. The tower was an atempt to
preserve and hand down the antediluvian traditions; their Sn

was in keeping together instead of scattering themselves over

the earth.

Another important statement is made by Dr. Budge, of the British
Museum (Babylonian Life and Higtory, p. 36). He says, "It must
never be forgotten that the Babylonians were a nation of
sargazers, and that they kept a body of men to do nothing else
but report eclipses, appearances of the moon, sunspots, etc.,
ec."

"Agtronomy, mixed with astrology, occupied alarge number of
tablets in the Babylonian libraries, and Isaiah 47:13 refers to

this when he says to Babylon, 'Thou art wearied in the multitude
of thy counsdls. Let now thy astrologers (marg. viewers of the
heavens), the star-gazers, the monthly prognosticators sand

up.' The largest astrologica work of the Babylonians contained
seventy tablets, and was compiled by the command of Sargon of
Agade thirty-eight hundred years before Christ! It was called
the'lllumination of Bel."

"Thelr observations were made in towers cdled 'zigguras” (p.
106).

"They built observatoriesin dl the greet cities, and reports
like the above [which Dr. Budge givesin full] were regularly



sent to the King" (p. 110).

"They were able to calculate eclipses, and had long lists of
them.” "They found out that the sun was spotted, and they knew
of comets." "They were the inventors of the Zodiac." (?) There
are fragments of two (ancient Babylonian) planispheresin the
British Museum with figures and caculaions inscribed upon
them. "The months were cdled after the Sgns of the Zodiac" (p.
109).

We may form someidea of what this "representation of the
heavens' was from thefifth "Creation Tablet," now inthe
British Musaum. It reads asfollows

"Anu [the Creetor] made excdlent the mansons|i.e. the
celedtid houses| of the great gods [twelve] in number [i.e. the
twelve sgns or mansions of the suny.

The gtars he placed in them. The lumas [i.e. groups of stars or
figureg| he fixed.

He arranged the year according to the bounds [i.e. the twelve
signg which he defined.

For each of the twelve months three rows of sars|i.e.
congellations] he fixed.

From the day when the year issues forth unto the close, he
marked the mansions[i.e. the Zodiaca Signg| of the wandering
dars|i.e. planetg to know their courses that they might not

er or deflect at dl.”

Coming down to less ancient records: Eudoxos, an astronomer of
Cnidus (403 to 350 BC), wrote awork on Astronomy which he
cdled Phainomena. Antigonus Gonatas, King of Macedonia (273-239
BC), requested the Poet Aratus to put the work of Eudoxus into

the form of a poem, which he did about the year 270 BC. Aratus
cdled hiswork Diosemeia (the Divine Signs). He was a native of
Tarsus, and it isinteresting for usto note that his poem was

known to, and, indeed, must have been read by, the Apostle Paull,

for he quotesit in his address & Athens on Marss Hill. He

says (Acts 17:28) "For in Him we live, and move, and have our



being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are
aso hisoffspring.” Severd trandations of this poem have been
made, both by Cicero and others, into Latin, and in recent times
into English by E. Pogte, J. Lamb, and others. The following is
the opening from the trandation of Robert Brown, jun.:

"From Zeus we lead the strain; he whom mankind

Neer leave unhymned: of Zeusdl public ways,

All haunts of men, are full; and full the sea,

And harbours, and of Zeus dl stand in need.

We are his offspring: and he, ever good and mild to man,
Gives favouring signs, and rouses usto tail.

Cdling to mind lifé's wants. when clods are best

For plough and mattock: when the timeisripe

For planting vines and sowing seeds, hetells,

Since he himsdf hath fixed in heaven these Sgns,

The gars dividing: and throughout the year

Stars he provides to indicate to man

The seasons course, that dl things duly grow," €etc., etc.

Then Aratus proceeds to describe and explain dl the Signs and
Congellations as the Greeks in his day understood, or rather
misunderstood, them, after their true meaning and testimony had
been forgotten.

Moreover, Aratus describes them, not as they were seen in his
day, but as they were seen some 4,000 years before. The ars
were not seen from Tarsus as he describes them, and he must
therefore have written from a then ancient Zodiac. For
notwithstanding that we speak of "fixed sars" thereisa
congtant, though dow, change taking place amongst them. There
is aso another change taking place owing to the dow recesson
of the pole of the heavens (about 50" in the year); so that

while Alphain the congtellation of Draco was the Polar Star
when the Zodiac was first formed, the Polar Star isnow Alphain
what is caled Ursa Minor. This change done carries us back at
least 5,000 years. The same movement which has changed the
relaive position of these two stars has also caused the
congelation of the Southern Cross to become invishblein
northern latitudes. When the congtellations were formed the
Southern Crosswas visble in N. latitude 400, and was included
intheir number. But, though known by tradition, it had not been
seen in that latitude for some twenty centuries, until voyages



to the Cape of Good Hope were made. Then was seen again The
Southern Cross depicted by the Patriarchs. Here is another
indisputable proof as to the antiquity of the formation of the
Zodiac.

Ptolemy (150 AD) transmits them from Hipparchus (130 BC) "as of
unquestioned authority, unknown origin, and unsearchable
antiquity.”

Sir William Drummond says thet “the traditions of the Chadean
Adtronomy seem the fragments of amighty system fdlen into
ruins.”

Theword Zodiac itsdlf is from the Greek zoidiakos, which is not
from zoe, to live, but from a primitive root through the Hebrew
Sodi, which in Sanscrit means away. Its etymology has no
connection with living creatures, but denotes away, or Sep,

and is used of the way or path in which the sun gppears to move
amongst the starsin the course of the year.

To an observer on the earth the whole firmament, together with
the sun, appearsto revolve in acircle once in twenty-four

hours. But the time occupied by the stars in going round,

differs from the time occupied by the sun. This difference
amounts to about one-twelfth part of the whole circlein each
month, so that when the circle of the heavensis divided up into
twelve parts, the sun gppears to move each month through one of
them. This path which the sun thus makes amongdt the sarsis
cdled the Edliptic. *

* Beddes this monthly difference, there is an annud

difference; for at the end of twelve months the sun does not
come back to exactly the same point in the sgn which commenced
the year, but isalittle behind it. But this difference, though

it occurs every year, isso small that it will take 25,579 years

for the sun to complete this vast cycle, which iscdled The
precession of the Equinoxes; i.e., about one degree in every 71
years. If the sun came back to the precise point a which it

began the year, each sign would correspond, aways and
regularly, exactly with a particular month; but, owing to this
congtant regression, the sun (while it goes through the whole
twelve Sgns every year) commences the year in one Sgn for only
about 2,131 years. In point of fact, ance the Creation the



commencement of the year has changed to the extent of nearly
three of the sgns. When Virgil angs--

"The White Bull with golden horns opensthe year,"

he does not record what took placein hisown day. Thisis
another proof of the antiquity of these sgns.

The Edliptic, or path of the sun, if it could be viewed from
immediately beneath the Polar Star, would form a complete and
perfect circle, would be concentric with the Equator, and all

the stars and the sun would appear to movein this circle, never
risng or setting. To a person north or south of the Equator the
dars therefore rise and set obliquely; while to a person on the
Equator they rise and set perpendicularly, each star being
twelve hours above and twelve below the horizon.

The points where the two circles (the Ecliptic and the Equator)
intersect each other are cdled the Equinoctid points. It is

the movement of these points (which are now moving from Ariesto
Pisces) which gives rise to the term, "the precession of the
Equinoxes”

Each of these twelve parts (conssting each of about 30 degrees)
is distinguished, not by numbers or by letters, but by pictures
and names, and this, as we have seen, from the very earliest
times. They are preserved to the present day in our dmanacs,
and we are taught their order in the familiar rhymes--

"The Ram, the Bull, the heavenly Twins,
And next the Crab, the Lion shines,
The Virgin and the Scales;

The Scorpion, Archer, and Sea- Goat,
The Man that carries the Water-pot,
And Fish with glittering scaes™

These sgns have dways and everywhere been preserved in this
order, and have begun with Aries. They have been known amongst
al nations and in dl ages, thus proving their common origin

from one source.

The figures themselves are perfectly arbitrary. Thereis nothing
in the groups of sarsto even suggest the figures. Thisisthe



firgt thing which is noticed by every one who looks a the
congdlations. Take for example the sign of Virgo, and look at
the gars. There is nothing whatever to suggest a human form;
dill lessisthere anything to show whether that formisaman
or awoman. And so with al the others.

The picture, therefore, isthe origina, and must have been
drawn around or connected with certain stars, smply in order
that it might be identified and associated with them; and that

it might thus be remembered and handed down to pogterity.

There can be no doubt, as the learned Authoress of Mazzaroth
conclusvely proves, that these Sgns were afterwards identified
with the twelve sons of Jacob. Joseph sees the sun and moon and
eleven gars bowing down to him, he himsdlf being the twelfth
(Gen 37:9). The blessing of Jacob (Gen 49) and the blessing of
Moses (Deut 33) both bear witness to the existence of these
sggnsinther day. And it is more than probable that each of

the Twelve Tribes bore one of them on its standard. Weread in
Numbers 2:2, "Every man of the children of I1srad shdl pitch by
his own STANDARD, with the ENSIGN of their father's house' (RV
"with the ensgns of ther fathers houses'). This"Standard”

was the Degel on which the "Sign" (oth) was depicted. Hence it
was cdled the "En-ggn.” Ancient Jewish authorities declare

that each tribe had one of the Sgnsasitsown, and it is

highly probable, even from Scripture, that four of the tribes
carried its"Sign"; and that these four were placed at the four
Sdes of the camp.

If the Lion were appropriated to Judah, then the other three
would be thus fixed, and would be the same four that equdly
divide the Zodiac at its four cardind points. According to
Numbers 2 the camp was thus formed:--

North

DanThe Scorpion (Scorpio)
Asher (Sagittarius)

Naphtali (Capricorn)

West East
Ephram-The Bull (Taurus)  Levi (Libra) Judah-TheLion



(Leo)

Manasseh- The Bull (Taurus) TheScales  Issschar
(Cancer)

Benjamin (Gemini) Zebulun (Virgo)

South

Reuben The Man (Aquarius)
Simeon (Pisces)

Gad (Aries)

If the reader compares the above with the blessings of Israel
and Moses, and compares the meanings and descriptions given
below with those blessings, the connection will be clearly seen.
Levi, for example, had no standard, and he needed none, for he
kept "the baance of the Sanctuary,” and had the charge of that
brazen dtar on which the atoning blood outweighed the nation's
sns.

The four great Sgnswhich thus marked the four sides of the
camp, and the four quarters of the Zodiac, are the same four
which form the Cherubim (the Eagle, the Scorpion's enemy, being
substituted for the Scorpion). The Cherubim thusform a
compendious expression of the hope of Creetion, which, from the
very firdt, has been bound up with the Coming One, who done
should cause its groanings to cease.

But this brings us to the Signs themselves and thelr
interpretation.

These pictures were designed to preserve, expound, and
perpetuate the one first great promise and prophecy of Genesis
3:15, that dl hope for Man, dl hope for Cresation, was bound up
in acoming Redeemer; One who should be born of awoman; who
should firg suffer, and afterwards glorioudy triumph; One who
should first be wounded by that great enemy who was the cause of
al an and sorrow and desth, but who should findly crush the

head of "that Old Serpent the Devil."

These ancient star-pictures reved this Coming One. They st
forth "the sufferings of Chrigt and the glory that should

follow." Altogether there are forty-eight of them, made up of
twelve SIGNS, each sign containing three CONSTELLATIONS.



These may be divided into three great books, each book
containing four chapters (or Signs); and each chapter containing
three sections (or Congellations).

Each book (like the four Gospels) setsforth its peculiar aspect
of the Coming One; beginning with the promise of His coming, and
ending with the destruction of the enemy.

But where are we to begin to read this wondrous Heavenly Scroll?
A circle has proverbidly neither beginning nor end. In what

order then are we to consder these Sgns? In the heavens they
form a never-ending circle. Where is the beginning and whereis
the end of this circle through which the sun is congtantly

moving? Where are we to bresk into this circle? and say, Thisis
the commencement. It is dear that unless we can determine this
origina starting point we can never read this wondrous book
aright.

As| have said, the popular beginning today iswith Aries, the
Ram. But comparing this Reveation with that which was
afterwards written "in the Volume of the Book," Virgo isthe
only point where we can intelligently begin, and Leo isthe only
point where we can logicaly conclude. Is not thiswhat is
spoken of as the unknown and insoluble mystery--"The riddle of
the Sphinx"? The word " Sphinx" is from to bind closdly together.
It was therefore designed to show where the two ends of the
Zodiac were to be joined together, and where the greet circle of
the heavens begins and ends.

The Sphinx is afigure with the head of awoman and the body of
alion! What isthis but a never-ceasng monitor, teling usto
begin with Virgo and to end with Leo! In the Zodiac in the
Temple of Esneh, in Egypt, a Sphinx is actudly placed between
the Signs of Virgo and Leo...

Beginning, then, with Virgo, let us now spread out the contents

of this Heavenly Volume, s0 that the eye can takethemin at a
glance. Of course we are greetly hindered in this, in having to

use the modern Latin names which the Congellations bear today.
* Some of these names are mistakes, others are gross perversons
of the truth, as proved by the pictures themsalves, which are

far more ancient, and have come down to us from primitive times.



* |t is exactly the same with the books of the Bible. Their

order and their names, as we have them in the English Bible, are
those which man has given them, copied from the Septuagint and
Vulgate, and in many cases are not the Divine names according to
the Hebrew Canon. See The Names and Order of the Books of the
Old Testament, by the same author.

After the Revelation came to be written down in the Scriptures,
there was not the same need for the preservation of the Heavenly
Volume. And after the nations had lost the origind meaning of
the pictures, they invented a meaning out of the vain

imagination of the thoughts of their hearts. The Greek Mythology
isan interpretation of (only some of) the sgnsand

congtellations after their true meaning had been forgotten. It

is popularly believed that Bible truth is an evolution from, or
development of, the ancient religions of the world. But the fact
isthat they themsdlves are a corruption and perversion of
primitive truth!

The Witness of the Stars, The First Book, Chapter |

The First Book
TheRedeemer

(HisFirst Coming)

"The sufferings of Chrigt"

The First Book is occupied with the PERSON of the Coming One. It
covers the whole ground, and includes the conflict and the

victory of the Promised Seed, but with specid emphasis on His
Coming. The book opens with the promise of His coming, and it
closes with the Dragon cast down from heaven.

Chapter |
The Sign Virgo
The Promised Seed of the woman



Here is the commencement of al prophecy in Genesis 3:15, spoken
to the serpent: "I will put enmity between thee and the woman,

and between thy seed and her seed: it shdl bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise His hed." Thisis the prophetic announcement
which the Revelation in the heavens and in the Book is designed

to unfold and develop. It lies a the root of dl the ancient

traditions and mythologies, which are smply the perverson and
corruption of primitive truth.

VIRGO is represented as a woman with abranch in her right hand,
and some ears of cornin her left hand. Thus gving atwo-fold
testimony of the Coming One.

The name of thissign in the Hebrew is Bethulah, which meansa
virgin, and in the Arabic abranch. The two words are connected,
asin Latin--Virgo, which means avirgin; and virga, which means
abranch (Vulg. Isa11:1). Another nameis Sunbul, Arabic, an
ear of corn.

In Genesis 3:15 sheis presented only as awoman; but in later
prophecies her nationality is defined as being of the stock of
|sradl, the seed of Abraham, the line of David; and, further,
sheisto be avirgin. There are two prominent prophecies of her
and her seed: one is connected with the first coming in
incarnation, Isaiah 7:14 (quoted in Matthew 1:23).

"Behold, avirgin shal conceive and bear ason,
And shdl cdl hisname Immanud.”

The other is connected with His second coming, legping over the
sufferings and this present interva of His rgection, and

looking forward to His coming in glory and judgment, Isaiah 9:6,
7 (quoted in Luke 2:11 and 1 :32, 33).

"For unto us achild isborn,

Unto usasonisgiven; *

And the government shdl be upon His shoulder;

And His name shd| be cdled Wonderful, Counsdlor,

The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Of theincrease of His government there shall be no end.

Upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom,

To order it, and to establish it



With judgment and with justice
From henceforth even for ever.
The zed of the LORD of hosts will perform this"

* Here, the fact of His humiliation, together with thislong

period of Hisrgection, isleaped over, and the prophecy
passes on at once--over at least aperiod of 1893 years--to this
"glory which should follow."

It isdifficult to separate the Virgin and her Seed in the

prophecy; and so, here, we have firg the sgn VIRGO, where the
name points to her as the prominent subject; whilein the first

of the three congtdlations of this sgn, where the woman

gppears again, the name COMA points to the child asthe great
subject.

Virgo contains 110 stars, viz., one of the 1t magnitude, Sx of
the 3rd, ten of the 4th, etc.

ARATUS thus sings of them:

"Beneath Bootes feet the Virgin seek,

Who carriesin her hand a glittering soike.

Over her shoulder there revolves a star

In the right wing, superldively bright;

It rolls benegth the tail, and may compare

With the bright stars that deck the Grester Bear.
Upon her sholder one bright star is borne,

One clagpsthe circdling girdle of her loins,
One a her bending knee; and in her hand
Glitters that bright and golden Ear of Corn.

Thusthe brightest star in VIRGO (a) * has an ancient name,
handed down to usin al the star-maps, in which the Hebrew word
Tsemechispreserved. Itiscdled in Arabic Al Zimach, which
means the branch. Thisgar isin the ear of corn which she

holdsin her left hand. Hence the star has a modern Latin name,
which has dmost superseded the ancient one, Spica, which means,
an ear of corn. But this hides the greet truth reveded by its

name Al Zimach. It foretold the coming of Him who should bear
this name. The same Divine inspiration has, in the written Word,
four times connected it with Him. There are twenty Hebrew words
trandated "Branch,” but only one of them (Tsemech) isused



exclugvey of the Messah, and thisword only four times (Jer
33:15 being only arepstition of Jer 23:5). Each of these
further connects Him with one specid account of Him, givenin

the Gospels.

* The stars are known by Greek letters and sometimes by numbers,
&c. Alpha (a) denotes a gar of the first magnitude; Beta (b),

the second, and so on. This plan was originated by Bayer in his
Uranometria, 1603. The star Alpha, as seen in the New Great
Equatorid Telescope recently set up at Greenwich, is now
discovered to be redly adouble gar, though it had hitherto

always appeared to be one.

(1) Jeremiah 23:5 --"Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, That
| will raise unto David arighteous BRANCH (i.e, aSon), And a
KING shal reign and prosper.” The account of His coming asKing
iswritten in the Gospel according to Matthew, where Jehovah
saysto Israd, "Behold thy KING." (Zech 9:9; Matt 21.9)

(2) Zechariah 3:8--"Behald | will bring forth my SERVANT the
BRANCH." In the Gospdl according to Mark we find the record of
Jehovah's servant and His service, and we hear Jehovah's voice
saying, "Behold my SERVANT." (Isa42:1)

(3) Zechariah 6:12--"Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying,
Behold the MAN whose nameis the BRANCH." In the Gospel
according to Luke we behold Him, presented in "the MAN Christ
Jesus."

(4) 1saiah 4:2--"In that day shal the BRANCH of JEHOVAH be
beautiful and glorious." So that this Branch, this Son, is

Jehovah Himsdlf; and as we read the record of John we hear the
voice from heaven saying, "Behold your GOD." (Isa40:9)

Thisisthe Branch foretold by the star Al Zimach in the ear of
corn.

The gar b is cdled Zavijaveh, which means the glorioudy
beautiful, asin Isaah 4:2. The gar e, in the arm bearing the
branch, is caled Al Mureddin, which means who shal come down
(asin Psa72:8), or who shdl have dominion. It is aso known

as Vindemiatrix, a Chadee word which means the son, or branch,
who cometh.



Other names of sarsinthe sign, are--

Subilah, who carries. (Isa46:4)
Al Azd, the Branch. (Asin 1sa18:5)
Subilon, aspike of corn. (Asin 1sa17:5)

The Greeks, ignorant of the Divine origin and teeching of the
sgn, represented Virgo as Ceres, with ears of corn in her hand.

In the Zodiac in the Temple of Denderah, in Egypt, about 2000 BC
(now in Paris), sheis likewise represented with abranch in her
hand, but ignorantly explained by afase rdigion to represent

ISsl Her nameis called Aspolia, which means ears of corn, or

the seed, which shows that though the woman is seen, it is her

Seed who is the great subject of the prophecy.

Passing to the three congtellations anciently assigned to the

sign VIRGO, we come to what may be compared to three sections of
the chapter, each giving some further detail asto the

interpretation of its teaching.

1. COMA (The Woman and Child)

The desired of dl nations

Thefirg congdlation in VIRGO explains that this coming
"Branch" will be achild, and that He should be the "Desire of
dl naions"

The ancient name of this congtdlation is Comah, the desired, or
the longed for. We have the word used by the Holy Spirit in this
very connection, in Haggai 2:7--"The DESRE of dl nations shall
come."

The ancient Zodiacs pictured this congtellation as awoman with

achildin her aams. ALBUMAZAR * (or ABU MASHER), an Arabian
astronomer of the eighth century, says, "There arisesin the

first Decan **, as the Persans, Chadeans, and Egyptians, and

the two HERMES and ASCALIUS teach, a young woman whose Persan
name denotes a pure virgin, dtting on a throne, nourishing an

infant boy (the boy, | say), having a Hebrew name, by some

nations caled IHESU, with the sgnification IEZA, which in

Greek iscaled CHRISTOS."



* A Ldin trandation of hiswork isin the British Museum
Library. He says the Perdans understood these signs, but that
the Indians perverted them with inventions.

** The congtellations are called Decans. The word means a part,
and is used of the three partsinto which each sign is divided,
each of which is occupied by a congtellation.

But this picture is not found in any of the modern maps of the

gars. There wefind today awoman'swig! It appears that

BERENICE, the wife of EUERGETES (PTOLEMY |11), king of Egypt in
the third century BC, when her husband once went on a dangerous
expedition, vowed to consecrate her fine head of hair to Venus

if hereturned in safety. Her hair, which was hung up in the

Temple of Venus, was subsequently stolen, and to comfort

BERENICE, CONON, an astronomer of Alexandria (BC 283-222), gave
it out that Jupiter had taken it and made it a congtdlation!

Thisisagood example of how the meaning of other

congtdlations have been perverted (ignorantly or

intentionally). In this case, asin others, the trangtion from

ancient to more modern languages helped to hide the meaning. The
Hebrew name was COMA (desired). But the Greeks had aword for
hair, Co-me. thisagain is transferred to the Latin coma, and

thus "Coma Berenice" (The hair of Berenice) comes down to us
today as the name of this congtellation, and gives us awoman's

wig ingtead of that Blessed One, "the Desire of dl Nations."

In this case, however we are able to give absolute proof that
thisisaperverson.

The ancient Egyptian name for this congtellation was Shes-nu,
the desired son!

The Zodiac in the Temple of Denderah, in Egypt, going back at
least 2000 years BC, has no trace of any hair, but it has the
figure of awoman and child.

Even Shakespeare understood the truth about this congtel lation
picture, which has been so long covered by modern inventions. In
his Titus Andronicus he spesks of an arrow being shot up to
heaven to the"Good boy in Virgo'slap.”



The congdlation itsdlf is very remarkable. Others contain one
or two dars of the first or second magnitude, and then a
gredter or less variety of lesser sars; but thisis peculiar

from having no one very bright star, but contains so many stars
of the 4th and 5th magnitudes. It contains 43 stars dtogether,
ten being of the 4th magnitude, and the remainder of the 5th,
6th, etc.

It wasin dl probability the congelation of Comain which

"the Star of Bethlehem" appeared. There was a traditiona
prophecy, wel-known in the Eadt, carefully preserved and handed
down, that a new star would gppear in this Ssgn when He whom it
foretold should be born.

Thiswas, doubtless, referred to in the prophecy of Baaam,
which would thus receive a double fulfilment, first of the
literd "Star," and dso of the person to whom it referred. The
Lord said by Bdaam (Num 24:17),

"There shdl come* a star out of Jacob,
And a sceptre shdl riseout of Israd "

* |.e, comeforth (asin the RV). At isrendered in Genes's
3:24 "There shdl come forth astar a or over the inheritance
or possessions of Jacob,” thus indicating the locality which
would be on the meridian of this gar.

Thomas Hyde, an eminent Orientaist (1636-1703), writing on the
ancient religion of the Perdans, quotes from ABULFARAGIUS (an
Arab Chrigian Higtorian, 1126-1286), who says that ZOROASTER,
or ZERDUSHT, the Persian, was a pupil of Daniel the Prophet, and
that he predicted to the Magians (who were the astronomers of
Persid), that when they should see anew star gppear it would

notify the birth of a mysterious child, whom they were to adore.

It isfurther stated in the Zend Avedta that this new star was

to appear in the Sgn of the Virgin. Some have supposed that

this passage is not genuine. But whether it was interpolated

before or after the event, it is equaly good evidence for our

purpose here. For if it was written before the event, it is

evidence of the prophetic announcement; and if it was

interpolated after the event it is evidence of the historic fact

The Book of Job shows us how Agtronomy flourished in Idumesg; and



the Gospdl according to Matthew shows that the Persian Magi, as
well as others, were looking for "the Desire of al nations.”

New stars have appeared again and again. It wasin 125 BC that a
gar, so bright as to be seen in the day-time, suddenly

appeared. It was this that caused HIPPARCHUS to draw up his
catalogue of stars, which has been handed down to usby PTOLEMY
(150 AD).

This new star would show the latitude, passing at thet time
immediately overhead a midnight, every twenty-four hours, while
the prophecy would give the longitude as the land of Jacob.
Having these two factors, it would be only a matter of
observation, and easy for the Magi to find the place where it
would be vertical, and thus to locate the very spot of the birth
of Him of whom it was the Sgn, for they emphaticaly cdled it
"His Star." Thereisabeatiful tradition which relates how, in
ther difficulty, on their way from Jerusalem to find the actud
gpot under the Zenith of this star, these Magi sat down beside
Davids "Wdl of Bethlehem” to refresh themselves. There they
saw the star reflected in the clear water of the well. Hence it

is written that "when they saw the star they rejoiced with
exceeding joy," for they knew they were a the very spot and
place of His gppearing whence He wasto "comeforth.”

There can be little doubt thet it was anew dar. In thefirst

place anew sar isno unusua phenomenon. In the second place
the tradition is well supported by ancient Christian writers.

One spesks of its "surpassng brightness” Another IGNATIUS,
Bishop of Antioch, AD 69) says, "At the appearance of the Lord a
star shone forth brighter than all the other stars." IGNATIUS,
doubtless, had this from those who had actudly seenit!
PRUDENTIUS (4th century AD) says that not even the morning star
was so fair. Archbishop TRENCH, who quotes these authorities,
says"Thisgtar, | conceive, as o many ancients and moderns

have done, to have been anew gar in the heavens.”

One step more places this new gtar in the congtelation of COMA,
and with new force makesiit indeed "His star"--the "Sign" of His
"coming forth from Bethlehem.” will it be "the sign of the Son

of Man in heaven" (Mait 24:30) when He shdl "come unto” this
world again to complete the wondrous prophecies written of Him
in the heavenly and earthly Reveations?*



* |t ought aso to be noted that in the preceding year there
were three conjunctions of the planets Jupiter and Saturn, at
the end of May and October, and at the beginning of December.
Kepler (1571-1631) was thefirg to point this out, and his

cd culations have been confirmed by the highest authorities.
These conjunctions occurred in the Sgn of PISCES: and this
sgn, according to dl the ancient Jewish authorities (Josephus,
Abarband, Eliezer, and others), has specid referenceto

Isradl. The conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, they hold, dways
marked the occurrence of some even favourable to Isradl; while
Kepler, caculating backwards, found that this astronomical
phenomenon aways coincided with some great hitoricd crigis,
viz.: the Reveation to Adam, the birth of Enoch, the Revelaion
to Noah, the birth of Moses, the birth of Cyrus, the birth of
Chrig, the birth of Charlemagne, and the birth of Luther.

Thus does the congtelation of COMA reved that the coming " Seed
of the woman" wasto be a child born, a son given.

But He was to be more: He was to be God and man--two naturesin
one person! Thisisthe lesson of the next picture.

2. CENTAURUS (The Centaur)

The despised sin-offering

It isthe figure of abeing with two natures. Jamieson, in his
Celedtid Atlas, 1822, says, "On the authority of the most
accomplished Orientalist of our own times, the Arabic and
Chaldaic name of this congtelation is Bezeh." Now this Hebrew
word Bezeh (and the Arabic Al Beze) meansthe despised. Itis
the very word used of this Divine sufferer in Isaiah 53:3, "He

is DESPISED and rejected of men."”

The congdlation contains thirty-five stars. Two of the 1t
magnitude, one of the 2nd, sx of the 3rd, nine of the 4th,
etc., which, together with the four bright stars in the CROSS
make a brilliant show in southern l&titudes.

The brightest star, a (in the horse's fore-foot), has come down
to us with the ancient name of Toliman, which meansthe
heretofore and heresfter, marking Him as the one "which is, and
which was, and which isto come--the Almighty” (Rev 1.8). Sir
John Herschell observed this star to be growing rapidly



brighter. It may be, therefore, one of the changeable stars, and
its name may be taken as an indication of the fact that it was
known to the ancients.

Another name for the constdllation was in Hebrew, Asmesth, which
means a sin-offering (asin Isaiah 53:10).

The Greek name was Cheiron, which means the pierced, or who
pierces. In the Greek fables Cheiron was renowned for his ill

in hunting, medicine, music, athletics, and prophecy. All the

most distinguished heroes of Greece are described as his pupils.
He was supposed to be immortal, but he voluntarily agreed to

die; and, wounded by a poisoned arrow (not intended for him)
while in conflict with awild boar, he trandferred his

immortaity to Prometheus; whereupon he was placed amongst the
stars.

We can eadly see how thisfable is the ignorant perversion of

the primitive Revelaion. The true tradition can be seen dimly
through it, and we can discern Him of whom it spoke,--the
dl-wise, dl-powerful Teacher and Prophet, who "went about
doing good," yet "despised and regected of men,” laying down His
life that others might live.

It is one of the lowest of the congtdlations, i.e. the farthest

south from the northern centre. 1t is Situated immediately over

the CROSS, which bespesks His own death; He is seen in the act
of destroying the enemy.

Thus these star-pictures tell usthat it would be as a child

that the Promised Seed should come forth and grow and wax strong
in spirit and be filled with wisdom (Luke 2:40); and that asa

man having two natures He should suffer and die. Then the third

and lagt section in thisfirst chapter of this First Book goes

onto tel of His second coming in glory.

3. BOOTES (The Coming One)

He cometh

This congtdlation il further devel ops this wondrous
personage.

He s pictured as aman waking rgpidly, with aspear in his
right hand and asckle in hisleft hand.



The Greeks cdled him Bo-o-tes, which is from the Hebrew root Bo
(to come), meaning the coming. It isreferred to in Psalm 96:13:

"For He cometh,

For He cometh to judge the earth;

He shdl judge the world in righteousness,
And the people with Histruth."

It is probable that his ancient name was Arcturus * (as referred
toin Job 9:9), for thisis the name of the brightest gtar, a
(in the left knee). Arcturus means He cometh. **

* The ancient name could not have been Bootes! though it is
derived from, and may be a reminiscence of the Hebrew.

** ARATUS cdls him Arctophylax, i.e., the guardian of Arctos,
the flock of the greater fold, caled today the Greet Bear:

"Behind, and seeming to urge on the Besr,
Arctophylax, on earth Bootes named,
Shedso'er the Arctic car hisslver light.”

By some moderns heis mistakenly called The Waggoner. Hence the
dluson of Thompson:

"Wide o'er the spacious regions of the North,
Bootes urges on histardy wain.”

This perversion scarecely does justice even to human common
sense, as waggoneers do not use asickle for awhip!

The ancient Egyptians cdled him Smat, which means one who
rules, subdues, and governs. They dso caled him Bau (a
reminiscence of the more ancient Bo), which means dso the
coming one.

The star m (in the spear- head) is named Al Katurops, which means
the branch, treading under foot.

The gar e (just below the waist on hisright side) is called
Mirac, or Mizar, or 1zar. Mirac means the coming forth as an
arrow; Mizar, or |zar, means the preserver, guarding.



The star his caled Muphride, i.e. who separates.

The star b (in the head) is named Nekkar, i.e. the pierced (Zech
12:10), which tells us that this coming judge is the One who was
pierced. Another Hebrew nameis Merga, who bruises. *

* The congdlation isavery brilliant one, having 54 gars,
viz., one of the 1st magnitude, six of the 3rd, eleven of the
4th, etc.

The congtelation of the Canes Venatici (the Greyhounds), i.e.,
the two dogs (Asterion and Chara), which Bootes holds by a
leash, is quite a modern invention, being added by Hevelius
(1611-1687). The bright star of the 3rd magnitude in the neck of
Chara, was named "Cor Cardli” (the heart of Charles) by Sir
Charles Scarborough, physician to Charles 1, in honour of
Charles|, in 1649. Thisis agood example of the dmost

infinite distance between the ancient and modern names. The
former are full of mysterious sgnificance and grandeur, while
the latter are puerile in the extreme, dmost approaching to the
comic! eg., the Air Pump, the Painter's Easdl, the Telescope,
the Triangle, the Fly, the Microscope, the Indian, the Fox and
Goose, the Baloon, the Toucan (or American Goose), the
Compasses, Charles Oak, the Cat, the Clock, the Unicorn, &c.
The vast difference can be at once seen between those designed
by the ancients and those added by astronomersin more recent
times.

These new congtdlations were added, 22 by Hevdius, and 15 by
Halley (1656-1742). They were formed for the purpose of
embracing those stars which were not included in the ancient
congelations. This shows that the old constellations were not
designed, like the modern ones, merely for the sake of enabling
astronomers to identify the postions of particular sars. In

this case dl the stars would have been included. The object was
exactly the opposite! Instead of the pictures being designed to
serve to identify the stars, only certain stars were used for

the purpose of helping to identify the pictures!

Thisis another important proof of the truth of our whole
argument.



This brings us back again to Genesis 3:15, and closes up this
first chapter of the First Book (VIRGO). It shows us the Person
of the Promised Seed from the beginning to the end, from the
firs promise of the birth of the Child in Bethlehem, to the

find coming of the great Judge and Harvester to regp the
harvest of the earth. Thiswas the vison which was afterwards
shown to John (Rev 14:15,16), when he says, "I looked; and
behold awhite cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the
Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in Hishand a
sharp sckle. And another angel came out of the temple, crying
with aloud voice to Him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy
sckle and regp; for the time is come for Thee to regp; for the
harvest of the earth isripe. And He that sat on the cloud

thrust in His sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.”

Thisis the conclusion of the first chapter of this First Book.

Here we see the woman whose Seed isto bruise the serpent's
heed, the Virgin-Born, the Branch of Jehovah, perfect man and
perfect God, Immanuel, "God with us," yet despised and rgected
of men, and yidding up Hislife that others may have life for
evermore. But we see Him coming afterwardsin triumphant power
to judge the earth.

Thisisonly one chapter of this First Book, but it contains the
outline of the whole volume, complete initsdlf, so far asit

regards the Person of the Coming One. Like the Book of Genesis,
it is the seed-plot which contains the whole, dl the rest being
merdly the development of the many grand details which are
included and shut up within it. It is only one chapter out of

twelve, but it digtinctly foreshadows the end--even "the

sufferings of Christ and the glory which should follow."

The Witness of the Stars, The First Book, Chapter 11

TheFirst Book
The Redeemer



(HisFirs Coming)
"The sufferings of Chrigt”

Chapter |11

TheSign Libra

The Redeemer's atoning work, or the price deficient
balanced by the price which covers

In the first chapter of this book we saw that this Coming Seed
of the woman was, among other things, to give up Hislife for
others.

The second chapter is going to define and develop the manner and
object of this death.

The name of the Sign, together with its three congtellations and
the names of the stars composing them, give the complete picture
of this Redemption.

The Sign contains 51 gars, two of which are of the 2nd
magnitude, one of the 3rd, eight of the 4th, etc.

The Hebrew name is Mozanaim, the Scales, weighing. Itsnamein
Arabic is Al Zubena, pruchase, or redemption. In Coptic, itis
Lambadia, station of propitiation (from Lam, graciousness, and
badia, branch). The name by which it has come down to usisthe
Latin, Libra, which means weighing, as used in the Vulgate (Isa
40:12).

Libra contains three bright stars whose names supply us with the
whole matter. The brightest a (in the lower scde), is named
Zuben d Genubi, which means the purchase, or pricewhichis
deficient. This points to the fact that man has been utterly

ruined. Heis "weighed in the baances and found wanting."

"None of them can by any means redeem his brother,
Nor give to God aransom for him;

For the redemption of their soul is codlly,

And mugt belet donefor ever.”

Psalm 49:7, RV



"Surely men of low degree are vanity (Heb. a breeth),
And men of high degree are alie;

In the balances they go up;

They are dtogether lighter than vanity” (Heb. a breeth).
Psaim 42:9, RV

Thisisthe verdict pronounced and recorded by this star Zuben
a Genubi.

Is there then no hope? I's there no one who can pay the price?

Yes, there is "the Seed of the woman." He is not merely coming
asachild, but Heis coming as an atoning sacrifice.

Heis coming for the purpose of Redemption! He can pay the price
which coverst Hence in the upper scale we have another bright

gar with this very name Zuben d Chemdi--THE PRICE WHICH
COVERS! Praised be God! "They sang anew song, saying, Thou art
worthy...for Thou wast dain, and hast redeemed...to God by thy
blood" (Rev 5:9). Thisisthe tesimony of b, the second

brightest star! It has another name, d Gubi, hegped up, or

high, teling of the infinite value of this redemption price.

But thereisathird star, g, below, towards Centaurus and the
Victim dain, tdling, by that and by its name, of the conflict

by which that redemption woud be accomplished. It iscdled
Zuben Akrabi or Zuben a Akrab, which means the price of the
conflict!

Thereis, however, some reason to suppose thet Libraisavery
ancient Egyptian corruption, bringing in human merit instead of
Divinerighteousness, "the way of Cain" insteed of the way of

God. In the more ancient Akkadian the months were caled after
the names of the 9gns, and the Sgn of the saventh month isthe
sgn that we now cal Libra The Akkadian namefor it was Tulku.
Tul means mound (like dhul and dul), and ku means sacred; hence,
Tulku means the sacred mound, or the holy dtar.

Not only isthe name and its meaning different, but the teaching
isinfinitely greater and more important, if we may believe that
the origind picture of thissgn was not apair of scaes, but

the representation of an holy dtar. Thiswould agree il

better with the three constellations which follow.



The names of the stars would aso be more appropriate, for itis
the Sacrifice of Christ which they foreshadowed, and here it was
that the price which covered was paid, and outweighed the price
which was deficient. What that price was to be, and how it was
to be paid, and what was to be the result in the Person of the
Redeemer, is set forth in detall in the three sections of this
chapter by the congtdlations of The Cross endured, The Victim
dain, and The Crown bestowed.

1. CRUX (The Cross)
The cross endured

The Hebrew name was Adom, which means cutting off, asin Danidl
9:26 "After threescore and two weeks shal Messiah be cut off."
The last letter of the Hebrew aphabet was cdled Tau, which was
anciently made in the form of across. This|etter iscdled

Tau, and means amark; especidly aboundary mark, alimit or
finish. And it isthe last letter, which finishes the Hebrew

aphabet to this day.

The Southern Cross was just visble in the latitude of Jerusalem
a the time of the first coming of our Lord to die. Since then,
through the gradual recession of the Polar Star, it has not been
seen in northern latitudes. 1t gradually disappeared and became
invigble at Jerusdlem when the Redl Sacrifice was offered

there; and tradition, which preserved its memory, assured
travellersthat if they could go far enough south it would be
again seen. Dante sang of "the four stars never beheld but by
the early race of men." It was not until the sxteenth century

had dawned that missionaries and voyagers, doubling the Cape for
the first time, and visiting the tropics and southern sees,

brought back the news of "awonderful cross more glorious than
al the congdlations of the heavens”

Itisasmal agterism, containing only about five gars, viz.,
one of the 1st magnitude, two of the 2nd, one of the 3rd, and
one of the 4th. Four of these are in the form of across.

Long before the Chrigtian Era this sign of the Cross had lost

its true meaning, and had been perverted in Babylon and Egypt as
it has since been desecrated by Rome. The Persians and Egyptians
worshipped it. The cakes made and eaten in honour of the Queen
of Heaven were marked with it. This heathen cusom Rome has



adopted and adapted in her Good Friday cakes, which are thus
samped. But dl are dike ignorant of what it means, viz., "IT
ISFINISHED."

In Egypt, and in the earliest times, it was the Sign and symbol
of life. Today, Romanigts use it as the symbol of deeth! But it
means life! Naturd life given up, and eternd life procured.
Atonement, finished, perfect, and complete; never to be
repeated, or added to. All who partake of its benefitsin Christ
now, in grace, by faith "ARE made nigh by the blood of Chrigt"
(Eph 2:13), and of them Jesus says, "He that heareth my voice,
and believeth on Him that sent me HATH everlagting life, and
shdl not come into judgment; but 1S PASSED from deeth unto
life" (John 5:24). So perfect and complete is the work which
Jesus finished on the Cross that we cannot seek to add even our
repentance, faith, tears, or prayers, without practically
assarting that the work of Chrigt is not finished, and is not
sufficient!

The Hebrew names of this congelaion-- Adom and TaLr-rebuke our
Pharisaic spirit, which isthe rdlic and essence of dll fdse

religions, and points to the blessed fact that the Sacrifice was

offered "once for al," and the atoning work of Redemption
completely finished on Calvary.

"Tisfinished! the Messiah died

Cut off for sins, but not His own;
Accomplished is the sacrifice,

The greet redeeming work is done.”

In the ancient Egyptian Zodiac of Denderah this first Decan of
LIBRA isrepresented as alion with his tongue hanging out of
his mouth, asif in thirst, and afemde figure holding a cup

out to him. Under hisfore feet is the hieroglyphic symbol of
running water. What isdl this but "the Lion of the tribe of
Judah" brought down "into the dust of deeth,” and saying "l am
poured out like water...my strength isdried up” (Psa 22:13-18)
"l thirgt" (John 19:28) "and in my thirgt they gave me vinegar

to drink" (Psa69:21)?

The Egyptian name of this Lion, however, pointsto his ultimate
triumph, for it iscaled Sera, that is, victory!



Thisbringsusto--
2. LUPUS or VICTIMA (The Victim)
Thevicim dan

Its modern name is Lupus (awalf), because it looks like one. It
may be any animd. The great point of this ancient congtellation
isthat the animd has been dain, and isin the act of fdling
down dead.

Its Greek name is Thera, abeast, and Lycos, awolf. ItsLatin
nameisVictima, or Bestia (Vulg. Gen 8:17), which sufficiently
indicates the great lesson. Thisis confirmed by its ancient

Hebrew name, Asedah, and Arabic Asedaton, which both mean to be
dan.

More than 22 of its stars have been catalogued. None of them are
higher than the 4th magnitude; mogt of them are of the 5th or
6th.

True, He was "by wicked hands crucified and dain,” but He is
dan here by the Centaur, i.e. by Himsdf! To make it perfectly
clear that it was His own act (without which His desth would
lose dl merit), He uttered those solemn words "'l [ay down my
life for the sheep...No man taketh it from me, but | lay it down

of mysdlf. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take
it again” (John 10:15-18). He "offered Himself without spot to
God." "He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himsdf" (Heb
9:11,26).

In the ancient Zodiac of Denderah Heis pictured as alittle

child with itsfinger onitslips, and Heis caled Sura, a

lamb! In other pictures He has, besides, the horn of agoat on
one sde of Hishead. All this pointed to one and the same great
fact, viz., the development and explanation of what was meant by
the bruising of His hedl! It meant that this Promised Seed of

the woman should come as a child, that He should suffer, and die
upon the Cross, for

"He was brought as alamb to the daughter;
And as a sheep before her shearersis dumb;
SO HE opened not his mouth.”

Isaiah 537



Hence, the congelation prefigures aslent, willing

sacrifice--Chrigt Jesus, who, "being found in fashion as aman,
humbled Himsdlf, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the Cross' (Phil 2.5-8).

3. CORONA (The Crown)

The crown bestowed

"Wherefore God dso hath highly exated Him, and given Him a
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow."

Thisiswhat is foreshown by this concluding section of the

second chapter. Each chapter endswith glory. Asin the written
Word of God, we frequently have the glory of the Second Coming
mentioned without any dlusons to the sufferings of the First
Coming, but we never have the Firs Coming in humiliaton
mentioned without an immediate reference to the glory of the
Second Coming.

S0 here, the CROSS is closdly followed by the CROWN! True, "we
see not yet al things put under Him, but we see Jesus...for the
auffering of desth crowned with glory and honour” (Heb 2:9).

Yes, "the crowning day is coming,” and dl heaven shdl soon
resound with the triumphant song, "Thou art worthy...for Thou
wadt dain and hast redeemed usto God by Thy blood” (Rev 5:9).

The shameful Crosswill be followed by a glorious crown, and
"every tongue shdl confess that Jesus Chrigt is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father."

"Mighty Victor, reign for ever,
Wear the crown so dearly won;
Never shdl Thy people, never
Cease to sng what Thou hast done.
Thou hast fought Thy peopl€'s foes;
Thou wilt hed Thy peoples woes!™

The Hebrew name for the congtdlation is Atarah, aroya crown,
and its gars are known today in the East by the plurd,
Ataroth!

Its Arabic nameis Al Idlil, an ornament, or jewd.



It has 21 stars. one of the 2nd magnitude and six of the 4th. It
iseasly known by the stars J, b, a, g, d and e, whichform a
crescent.

Its brightest star, a, has the Arabic name of Al Phecca, the
shining.

Thus ends this solemn chapter of LIBRA, which describesthe
great work of Redemption, beginning with the Cross and ending
with the Crown. The Redeemer's work of Atonement is most
blessedly st forth, and He done is seen as the substitute for
logt snners.

"What wondrous love, what mysteries
In this gppointment shinel

My breaches of the law are His,

And His obediencemine.”

The Witness of the Stars, The First Book, Chapter 111

TheFirst Book
TheRedeemer

(HisFirst Coming)

"The sufferings of Chrigt"

Chapter 111
The Sign Scorpio
The Redeemer's conflict

We come now right into the heart of the conflict. The
star-picture brings before us a gigantic scorpion endeavouring
to ging in the hed amighty man who is struggling with a
serpent, but is crushed by the man, who has his foot placed
right on the scorpion’'s heart.



The Hebrew name is Akrab, which is the name of a scorpion, but
aso means the conflict, or war. It isthisthat isreferred to
in Psadm 91:13--

"Thou shdt tread upon the lion and adder.
The young lion and the dragon shdt thou trample under feet.”

David usesthe very word in Psalm 144:1, where he blesses God
for teaching his hands to war.

The Coptic name is ISdis, which means the attack of the enemy,
or oppression: referring to "the wicked that oppress me, my
deadly enemies who compass me about” (Psa 17:9).

The Arabic nameis Al Akrab, which means wounding him theat
cometh.

There are 44 gars dtogether in thissgn. Oneisof the 1t
magnitude, one of the 2nd, deven of the 3rd, eight of the 4th,
etc.

The brightest gar, a (in the heart), bears the ancient Arabic
name of Antares, which means the wounding. It is caled by the
Latins Cor Scorpii, because it marks the scorpion's heart. It
shines ominoudy with a deep red light. The sing iscalled in
Hebrew Lesath (Chadee, Lesha), which means the perverse. The
garsin the tall are dso known as Leshaa, or Leshat. (Antares
seems a0 to have been known as Lesath).

The scorpion isadeadly enemy (as we learn from Revelation 9),
with poison inits sting, and dl the names associated with the
sgn combine to st forth the maignant enmity which is "set”
between the serpent and the woman's Seed.

That enmity is shown more fully in the written Word, where we
see the attempt of the enemy (in Exodus 1) to destroy every mae
of the seed of Abraham, and how it was defested.

We see his effort repeated when he used Athdiah to destroy "all
the seed royd" (2 Kings 11), and how "the king's son" was
rescued "from among” the dain.

We see his hand again indigating Haman, "the Jews enemy,” to



compeass the destruction of the whole nation, but defeated in his
designs.

When the woman's Seed, the virgin's Son, was born, we are shown
the same great enemy inciting Herod to day dl the babesin
Bethlehem (Matt 2), but again he is defeated.

In the wilderness of Judea, and in the Garden of Gethsemane the
great conflict isrenewed. "Thisis your hour and the power of
darkness," He said to His enemies.

The red wounding in the hed was received at the Cross. It was
there the scorpion struck the woman's seed. He died, but was
raised again from the dead "to destroy the works of the devil."

To show usthis; to prevent any mistake; to set forth the fact
that this conflict only apparently ended in defeat, and that it
did not redly so end, we have the firgt two congtellations
belonging to this Sgn presented in one picture! Indeed, the
picture isthregfold, for it includes the sign itsdf!

If these pictures had been separated, then the conflict would
have been separated from the victory; the deadly wound of the
serpent's head from the temporary wound in the Victor's hedl.
Hence, three pictures are required, in which the scorpion, the
serpent, and the man, are dl involved, in order to present at
the same time the triumphant issue of the conflict.

Hence, we must present, and consider together, the first two
sections of this mysterious chapter.

1. and 2. SERPENS and OPHIUCHUS

The druggle with the enemy

Here, Serpens, the serpent, is seen struggling vainly in the

powerful grasp of the man who is named O-phi-u-chus. In Latin he
is caled Serpentarius. He is a one and the same moment shown

to be saizing the serpent with his two hands, and treading on

the very heart of the scorpion, marked by the deep red star
Antares (wounding).

Jugt as we read the first congtellation of the woman and child
Coma, as expounding the first sgn VIRGO, so we have to read
thisfirst constellation as expounding the second sign LIBRA.



Hence, we have here a further picture, showing the object of
this conflict on the part of the scorpion.

In Scorpio we see merdly the effort to wound Ophiuchusin the
hedl; but here we see the effort of the serpent to seize THE
CROWN, which is stuated immediately over the serpent's heed,
and to which heislooking up and reaching forth.

The contest is for Dominion! It was the Devil, in theform of a
serpent, that robbed the first man of his crown; but in vain he
struggled to wrest it from the sure possession of the Second
Man. Not only does he fall in the attempt, but is himself
utterly defeated and trodden under foot.

There are no less than 134 starsin these two congtdlations.
Two are of the 2nd magnitude, fourteen of the 3rd, thirteen of
the 4th, etc.

The brightest star in the Serpent, a (in the neck), is named

Unuk, which means encompassing. another Hebrew nameis Alyah,
the accursed. From thisis Al Hay (Arabic), thereptile. The

next brightest star is b (in the jaw), named, in Arabic, Cheleb,

or Chelbdral, the serpent enfolding. The Greek name, Ophiuchus,
isitsef from the Hebrew and Arabic name Afechus, which means
the serpent held. The brightest star in Ophiuchus, a (in the

heed), is cdled Ras a Hagus (Arabic), the head of him who

holds.

Other Hebrew names of stars, not identified, are Triophas,

treading under foot; Saiph (in the foot * of Ophiuchus),

bruised; Carnebus, the wounding; Megeros, contending. ** In the
Zodiac of Denderah we have athroned human figure, caled
Api-bau, the chief who cometh. He has a hawk's head to show that
he is the enemy of the serpent, which is caled Khu, and means
ruled or enemy.

* 1n 1604 anew star appeared in the eastern foot of Ophiuchus,
but disappeared again in 1605.

** Thereis an ancient Greek fable which calls Ophiuchus
Aesculgpius, the son of Apollo. Having restored Hippolytus to
life, he was everywhere worshipped as the god of hedth, and
hence the serpent entwined around him is, to this day, the



symbol of the medical art! This, however, is, doubtless, another
perverson of the primitive truth that the Coming Onein
overcoming the serpent, should become the great hedler of dl
the sorrows of the world, and cause adl its groanings to cease.

All these combine to set before usin detail the nature of the
conflict and itsfind issue. That find issueis, however,
exhibited by the lagt of the three congtdlations of this
chapter. The Victor Himsdlf requires awhole picture to fully
et forth the glorious victory. This brings usto--

3. HERCULES (The Mighty One)

The mighty vanquisher

Here the mighty one, who occupies alarge portion of the
heavens, is seen bending on one knee, with hisright hed lifted
up asif it had been wounded, while his Ieft foot is st

directly over the head of the great dragon. In hisright hand he
widds agreet club, and in hisleft hand he graspsa
triple-headed monster (Cerberus). And he hasthe skin of alion,
which he has dain, thrown around him. *

* Cerberus, or the serpent with three heads, was placed by
Hevedius (1611-1687) by the sde of Hercules. Bayer had
previoudy placed the apple branch in his hand. Thiswas
symbolical of the golden apples of Hesperides, which he obtained
by killing this three-headed hydra, by whom they were guarded.
In our picture these are combined, and a bow and quiver added
from other ancient authorities.

In the Zodiac of Denderah we have a human figure, likewise with
aclub. His name is Bau, which means who cometh, and is
evidently intended for Him who cometh to crush the serpent's
head, and "destroy the works of the devil."

In Arabic heiscaled Al Giscde, the strong one.

There are 113 stars in this constdlation. Seven are of the 3rd
magnitude, seventeen of the 4th, etc.

The brightest gar, a (in his head), is named Ras d Gethi, and
means the head of him who bruises.

The next, b (in the right arm- pit, is named Kornephorus, and



means the branch, kneding.
The gar k (in the right ebow) is cdled Marsc, the wounding.

The gar | (in the upper part of the left arm) is named Mdasyn,
the sn-offering.

Whilew (in the lower part of theright arm) is Caiam, or Guiam,
punishing; and in Arabic, treading under foot.

Thus does everything in the picture combine to set forth the
mighty works of this stronger than the strong man armed!

We can easily see how the perversion of the truth by the Greeks
came about, and how, when the true foreshadowings of this Mighty
One had been logt, the many fables were invented to supply their
place. The wiser sort of Greeks knew this perfectly well.
ARISTOTLE (in his Metaphysics, x. 8) admits, with regard to
Greek mythology, that religion and philosophy had been logt, and
that much had been "added after the mythica style," while much
had come down, and "may have been preserved to our times as the
remains of ancient wisdom." Religion, such asit was (POLYBIUS
confesses), was recognised as a "necessary means to politica
ends"” NEANDER saysthat it was "the fragments of atradition,
which transmitted the knowledge of divine things possessed in

the earliest times™

ARATUS shows the same uncertainty as to the meaning of this
congellation of Hercules. He says.

"Near this, and like atoiling man, revolves

A form. Of it can no one clearly pesk,

Nor what he labours a. They cal him smply

"The man upon his knees: In desperate struggle

Like one who sinks, he seems. From both his shoulders
His arms are high-uplifted and out-stretched

Asfar as he can reach; and hisright foot

Is planted on the coiled Dragon's head.”

Ancient authorities differ as to the persondity of Hercules,

and they disagree as to the number, nature, and order of what
are sometimes cdled "the twelve labours of Hercules™ But there
is no doubt as to the mighty foretold works which the woman's



Seed should perform.

From firdt to last Hercules is seen engaged in destroying some
maignant foe: now it is the Nemean lion; then it isthe daying

of the boar of Erymanthus; again, it is the conquest of the bull

of Crete; then the killing of the three-headed hydra, by whose
venom Hercules afterwards died. In the bdly of the sea monster
he is said to have remained "three days and three nights." This
was, doubtless a perversion of the type of Jonah, introduced by
LY COPHRON, who (living at the court of PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS,
under whose auspices the Hebrew Scriptures were trandated into
Greek) would have known of that Divine miracle, and of its
goplicaton to the Coming One. Bishop Hordey believed that the
fables of the Greek mythology could be traced back to the
prophecies of the Messiah, of which they were a perversion from
ignorance or design. Thisis specidly true of Hercules. In his
goparently impossible tasks of overthrowing gigantic enemies and
delivering captives, we can see through the shadow, and discern
the pure light of the truth. We can understand how the origind
star- picture must have been a prophetic representation of Him
who shall destroy the Old Serpent and open the way again, not to
fabled "gpples of gold," but to the "tree of life" itsdf. Heit

iswho though suffering in the mighty conflict, and brought to

His knee, going down even to "the dust of deeth,” shdl yet, in
resurrection and advent glory, wield His victorious club, subdue
al Hisenemies, and plant His foot on the Dragon's head. For of
Him it iswritten--

"Thou shdt tread upon the lion and adder;
The young lion and the dragon shat thou trample under foot.”
Psaim 91:13

"Come, Lord and burst the captives chains,
And st the prisonersfree;

Come, cleanse this earth from dl its Sains,
And make it meet for Thee!

Oh, come and end Creation's groans--
ltsSghs, itstears, its blood,

And make this blighted world again
The dweling-place of God."



The Witness of the Stars, The First Book, Chapter 1V

TheFirst Book
TheRedeemer

(HisFirst Coming)

"The sufferings of Chrigt"

Chapter IV
The Sign Sagittarius
TheRedeemer'striumph

Thisis the concluding chapter of the first great book of this
Heavenly Revelation; and it is occupied wholly with the triumph

of the Coming One, who is represented as going forth "'conquering
and to conquer.”

The subject is beautifully set forth in the written Word (Psa
45:3-5)--

"Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O most mighty,

[Gird Thysdf] with Thy glory and Thy mgesty,

And in Thy mgesty ride propseroudy,

Because of truth, and meekness, and righteousness;

And Thy right hand shdl teach Thee terrible things.

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the King's enemies,
Whereby the peoplefdl under Thee."

John, in his gpocayptic vison, sees the same mighty Conqueror
going forth. "I saw (he says) awhite horse, and He that sat on
him had a bow,...and He went forth conquering and to conquer”



(Rev 6:2).

Thisis precisely what is foreshadowed in the star-pictured sign
now caled by the modern Latin name Sagittarius, which means the
Archer.

The Hebrew and Syriac name of the Sgn is Kesith, which means
the Archer (asin Genesis 21:20). The Arabic nameis Al Kaus,
the arrow. In Coptic it is Pimacre, the graciousness, or beauty
of the coming forth. In Greek it is Toxotes, the archer, and in
Latin Sagittarius.

There are 69 sarsin the sign, viz., five of the 3rd magnitude
(al in the bow), nine of the 4th, etc.

The names of the brightest stars are significant:

Hebrew, Naim, which means the gracious one. Thisis exactly what
issad of this Victor in the same Psam (45), in the words
immediately preceding the quotation above:

"GRACE ispoured into Thy lips,
Therefore God hath blessed Thee for ever."

Hebrew, Nehushta, the going or sending forth.

We see the same in the Arabic names which have come down to us:
Al Naim, the gracious one; Al Shaula, the dart; Al Warida, who
comes forth; Ruchba or rami, the riding of the bowman.

An ancient Akkadian name in the Sgn is Nun-ki, which means
Prince of the Earth.

Again we have the picture of a Centaur asto his outward form,
i.e. abeing with two natures. Not now far down in the south, or
connected with His sufferings and sacrifice as man; but high up,
asadgn of the Zodiac itsdf, on the edliptic, i.e. inthe

very path in which the sun "rgoiceth in hisgoing forth asa
srong man."

According to Grecian fable, this Sagittarius is Cheiron, the
chief Centaur; noble in character, righteousin his dedlings,
divine in his power.



Such will be the coming Seed of the woman in His power and
dory:

"The sceptre of Thy kingdom is aright sceptre.

Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness;
Therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the ail of
gladness abovethy fellows."

Psaim 45:6, 7

In the ancient Zodiac of Denderah heis caled (asin Coptic)
Pi-maere, i.e. graciousness, beauty of the appearing or coming
forth. The characters under the hind foot read Knem, which means
He conquers.

Thisis He who shall come forth like as an arrow from the bow,
"full of grace" but "conquering and to conquer.”

In dl the pictures he is amilarly represented, and the arrow
in hisbow isamed directly at the heart of the Scorpion.

Thus ARATUS said of Cheron;

"'Midst golden gtars he stands refulgent now,
And thrusts the scorpion with his bended bow."

In this Archer we see afaint reflection of Him who shdl
presently comeforth, dl gracious, dl wise, dl powerful;
whose arrows shal be "sharp in the heart of the King's
enemies”

"God shdl shoot a them with an arrow;

Suddenly shall they be wounded.

So they shal make their own tongue to fall upon themsalves,
All that see them shdl flee away.

And al men shdl fear, and shal declare the work of God;

For they shdl wisdy consder of Hisdoing.

Therighteous shdl be glad in the LORD, and shdl trust in Him;
And dl the upright in heart shdl glory.” Psam 64:7-10

"Chrigt iscoming! let Cregtion
From her groans and travail cease;
Let the glorious proclamation



Hope restore, and faith increase.
Chrig iscoming,
Come, thou blessed Prince of peace.”

This brings us to the firgt of the three congtdlations or
sections of this chapter, which takes up this subject of praise
to the Conqueror.

1. LYRA (The Harp)

Praise prepared for the conqueror

"Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion" (Psa65:1). And when
the waiting timeis over, and the Redeemer comes forth, then the
praise shdl be given. "We give Thee thanks, O Lord God, the
Almighty, which art, and which wast, because thou hast taken to
Thee Thy great power, and didst reign” (Rev 11:17, RV). "Let us
be glad and rgoice and give honour unto Him" (Rev 19:7). The
Twenty-first Psalm should be reed here, asit tells of the

burgting forth of praise on the going forth of thisdl-gracious
Conqueror.

"The King shdl rgoice in Thy srength, O LORD;

And in Thy salvation how gregtly shdl Hergoice!...

Thine hand shdl find out al Thine enemies,

Thy right hand shall find out dl that hate thee...

Their fruit shat Thou destroy from the earth;

And their seed from among the children of men.

For they intended evil against Thee;

They imagined amischievous device which they are not able to
perform,

Therefore shat thou make them turn their back

(Heb. Margin, "set them as a butt"),

When Thou shat make ready Thine arrows upon Thy strings
[And shoot them| againgt the face of them.

Be thou exdted, LORD, in thine own strength;

SO WILL WE SING AND PRAISE THY POWER."
Psalm 21:1, 8, 10-13

Beautifully, then, does the harp comein here, following upon
the going forth of this victorious Horseman. This Song of the
Lamb follows as naturaly as does the Song of Mosesin Exodus
15:1--"1 will ng unto the LORD, for He heth triumphed
glorioudy.”



Its brightest gtar, &, is one of the mogt gloriousin the

heavens, and by it this congtdlation may be easly known. It
shineswith a splendid white lustre. 1t is called Vega, which

means He shdl be exdted. Its root occurs in the opening of the
Song of Moses, quoted above. Is not this wonderfully expressive?

Its other stars, b and g, are aso conspicuous stars, of the 2nd
and 4th magnitude. b is caled Shdyuk, which means an eagle (as
doesthe Arabic Al Nes); g is caled Sulaphat, springing up, or
ascending, as praise.

In the Zodiac of Denderah, this congellation isfigured asa
hawk or an eagle (the enemy of the serpent) in triumph. Its name
is Fent-kar, which means the serpent ruled.

There may be some confusion between the Hebrew Nesher, an eegle,
and Gnasor, a harp; but there can be no doubt about the grand
centra truth, that praise shall ascend up "as an eagle toward

heaven,” when "every creature which isin heaven, and on the

earth, and such asarein the seg, and dl that isin them,”

shdl send up their universal song of praise: "Blessing, and

honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the
throne and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen” (Rev 5:13,14).

And for what isdl this wondrous anthem of praise? Listen once
agan. "Allduia*: Sdvation, and glory, and honour, and power,
unto the Lord our God; for TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS ARE HIS
JUDGMENTS...And again they said Allduia’ (Rev 19:1- 3).

With "that blessed hope' before us,
Let no HARP remain unstrung;

Let the coming advent chorus
Onward roll from tongue to tongue,
Haldujah,

"Come, Lord Jesus," quickly come.

* Thisisthe firg time thet the word "Allduid’ occursin the
New Testament, and it is praise for judgment executed.

Whereisits first occurrence in the Old Testament? In Psam
104:35, where we have the very same solemn and significant
connection:



"L et the Snners be consumed out of the earth,
And let the wicked be no more.

Bless thou the LORD, O my soul,
HALLELUJAH (Praseyethe LORD)."

Thisbrings usto--
2. ARA (The Altar)
Consuming fire prepared for his enemies

Here we have an dtar or burning pyre, placed sgnificantly and
ominoudy upsde down! with its fires burning and pointing
downwards towards the lower regions, called Tartarus, or the
abyss, or "outer-darkness.”

It is an asteriam with nine gtars, of which three are of the 3rd
magnitude, four of the 4th, etc. It is south of the Scorpion's
tall, and when these congtdlations were first formed it was
vishble only on the very lowest horizon of the south, pointing
to the completion of dl judgment in the lake of fire.

In the Zodiac of Denderah we have a different picture, giving us
another aspect of the same judgment. It is a man enthroned, with
aflal in his hand. His name is Bau, the same name as Hercules

has, and means He cometh. It is from the Hebrew Boh, to come, as
inlsaiah 63:1--

"Who isthis that cometh from Edom,
With dyed garmentsfrom Bozrah."

Thisisacoming in judgment, asis cear from the reason given
inverse 4--

"For the day of vengeanceisin Mine heart,
And the year of My redeemed is come.

And | looked, and there was none to help;

And | wondered that there was none to uphold;
Therefore Mine own arm brought savation,
And My fury, it uphdd Me."

Isaiah 63:4, 5

The completion of judgment, therefore, iswhat is pictured both
by the burning pyre and the Coming One enthroned, with his
threshing instrument.



In Arabicitis caled Al Mugamra, which means the completing,
or finishing. The Greeks used the word Ara sometimesin the
sense of praying, but more frequently in the sense of
imprecation or cursing.

Thisis the curse pronounced againgt the greet enemy. Thisis
the burning fire, pointing to the completion of that curse, when
he shall be cast into that everlagting fire "prepared for the

devil and hisangds" Thisisthe dluson to it written in the
midst of the very Scripture from which we have dready quoted,
Psam 21, where we read in verse 9 (which we then omitted)- -

"Thou shdt make them as afiery ovenin thetime of Thine
anger:

The LORD shdl swdlow them up in Hiswrath;

And thefire shdl devour them."

This brings usto the find scene, closing up thisfirgt great
book of the Heavens.

3. DRACO (The Dragon)

The old serpent, or the Devil, cast down from Heaven

Each of the three great books concludes with this same
foreshowing of Apocayptic truth. The same great enemy is
referred to in al these pictures. He is the Serpent; heisthe
Dragon; "the great dragon, that old serpent, called the Devil
and Satan” (Rev 12:9). The Serpent represents him asthe
Deceiver; the Dragon, as the Destroyer.

This First Book concludes with the Dragon being cast down from
heaven.

The Second Book concludes with Cetus, the Sea Monster,
Leviathan, bound.

The Third Book concludes with Hydra, the Old Serpent, destroyed.
Here, at the close of the First Book, we see not merdly a

dragon, but the Dragon cast down! That isthe point of this

great star-picture.

No one has ever seen adragon; but among al nations (especidly



in Chinaand Japan), and in dl ages, we find it described and
depicted in legend and in art. Both Old and New Testaments refer
toit, and dl unite in connecting with it one and the same

great enemy of God and man.

It isagaing him that the God-Man--"the Son of God--goes forth
towar." It isfor him that the eterna fires are prepared. It

is he who shdl shortly be cast down from the heavens
preparatory to his completed judgment. It is of him we read,
"The great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which decelveth the whole world: he was cast
out and hisangelswith him. And | heard aloud voice saying in
heaven, Now is come sdvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
our God, and the power of His Chrigt; for the accuser of our
brethren is cast down" (Rev 12:9,10).

Itisof him that David Sngs--

"God ismy king of old,

Working sdvation in the midst of the earth...

Thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters.

Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces” Psam 74:12-14

Of him aso the Spirit causes Isaiah to say, "In that day, shdl
this song be sung in the land of Judah’;

"In that day the LORD, with his sore, and greset, and strong
sword,

Shdl punish leviathan the piercing (RV, swift) serpent,
Even leviathan that crooked serpent;

And he shdl day thedragon that isin the sea” 19ah 26:1;
27:1

Thisis exactly whet is foreshadowed by this congtdlation of
Draco. Its name is from the Greek, and means trodden on, asin
the Septuagint of Psdm 91:13--"The dragon shdt thou trample
under feet," from the Hebrew Dahrach, to tread.

In the Zodiac of Denderah it is shown as a serpent under the
fore-feet of Sagittarius, and is named Her-fent, which meansthe
serpent accursed!

There are 80 gars in the congtdlation; four of the 2nd



magnitude, seven of the 3rd magnitude, ten of the 4th, etc.

The brightest star a (in one of the latter coils), is named

Thuban (Heb.), the subtle. Some 4,620 years ago it was the Polar
Star. It is manifes, therefore, that the Greeks could not have
invented this congtdlation, as is confessed by dl modern
adronomers. It is till avery important star in nautical

reckonings, guiding the commerce of the seas, and thus "the god
of thisworld" is represented as winding in his contortions

round the pole of the world, asif to indicate his subtle

influencein dl worldly affars.

The next gar, b (in the head), is called by the Hebrew name
Rastaban, and means the head of the subtle (serpent). In the
Arabicitisill cdled Al Waid, which meanswho isto be
destroyed.

The next gar, g (Ao in the head), is called Ethanin, i.e.,
the long serpent, or dragon.

The Hebrew names of other stars are Grumian, the subtle;
Giansar, the punished enemy. Other (Arabic) names are Al Dib,
thereptile; El Athik, the fraudful; EI Asieh, the bowed down.

And thus the combined testimony of every sar (without asingle
exception) of each congellation, and the congtellations of each
sgn, accords with the testimony of the Word of God concerning
the coming Seed of the woman, the bruising of Hished, the
crushing of the serpent's heed, "the sufferings of Chrigt, and

the glory which should follow.”

"From far | seethe glorious day,
When He who bore our sins away,

Will dl His majesty dislay.

A Man of Sorrows one He was,
No friend was found to plead His cause,
Asal preferred the world's applause.

He groaned beneath sin's awful load,
For in the snner's place He stood,
And died to bring him back to God.



But now He waits, with glory crowned,
While angd hogts His throne surround,
And ill Hislofty praises sound.

To few on earth His name is dear,
And they who in His cause appear,
The world's reproach and scorn must bear.

Jesus, Thy nameisdl my boas,
And though by waves of trouble tossed,
Thou wilt not let my soul belost.

Come then, come quickly from above,
My soul impatient longs to prove,
The depths of everlastinglove”

The Witness of the Stars, Book Two, Chapter |

The Second Book
The Redeemed
"Theresult of the Redeemer's sufferings’

In the First Book we have had before us the work of the Redeemer
&t forth asit concerned His own glorious person. In this

Second Book it is presented to us asit affects others. Here we

see the results of His humiliation, and conflict, and

victory--"The sufferings of Christ" and the blessings they

procured for His redeemed people.



In Chapter 1, we have the Blessings procured.
In Chapter 11, their Blessings ensured.

In Chapter 111, their Blessings in abeyance.

In Chapter IV, their Blessings enjoyed.

Chapter |
The Sign Capricornus (The Sea Goat)
The goat of atonement dain for the redeemed

It ismost noteworthy that this Second Book opens with the Goet,
and closes with the Ram: two animds of sacrifice; while the two
middle chapters are both connected with fishes. * The reason for
this we shall see as we proceed.

* Thereisafish tal here. The third Decan of CAPRICORNUS isa
fish (Delphinus). Thereisagain afish (Aiscis Audrdis) in

the next gn (AQUARIUS), and then the following sign is PISCES,
or the Fishes. So that the Redeemed Multitudes are presented
throughout this Second Book.

Both are combined in the first chapter, or "Sign" of
Capricornus.

Indl the ancient Zodiacs, or Planispheres, we find a goat with
afidh'stal. In the Zodiacs of Denderah and Esneh, in Egypt,
it ishdf-goat and haf-fish, and it is there called Hu-penius,
which means the place of the sacrifice.

In the Indian Zodiac it isagoat passant traversed by afish.
There can be no doubt as to the significance of thissign.

In the Goat we have the Atoning Sacrifice, in the Fish we have

the people for whom the atonement is made. When we come to the
ggn PISCES we shdl see more clearly that it points to the
multitudes of the redeemed hogt.

The Goat is bowing its head as though faling down in degth. The
right leg is folded undernesth the body, and he seems unable to
risewith the eft. Thetall of the fish, on the other hand,

seemsto be full of vigour and life.



The Hebrew name of the Sgn is Gedi, the kid or cut off, the
same as the Arabic Al Gedi. CAPRICORNUS is merely the modern
(Latin) name of the Sign, and means goat.

There are 51 starsin the Sign, three of which are of the 3rd
magnitude, three of the 4th, etc. Five are remarkable stars, a
and b in the horn and head, and the remaining three g, d and e,
in the fishy tall. The gar ais named Al Gedi, the kid or goat,
while the star d is caled Deneb Al Gedi, the sacrifice cometh.

Other star-names in the Sgn are Dabih (Syriac), the sacrifice
dan; Al Dabik and Al Dehabeh (Arabic) have the same meaning;
Maasad, the daying; Saad a Naschira, the record of the

cutting off.

Is not this exactly in accord with the Scriptures of truth?

There were two goats Of "the goat of the Sn-offeing” itis

written, "God heth given it to you to bear the iniquity of the
congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD" (Lev
10:16,17): of the other goat, which was not dain, "he shal let

it go into the wilderness' (Lev 16:22). Here is desth and
resurrection. Christ was "wounded for our transgressons, and
bruised for our iniquities "For the transgresson of MY PEOPLE
was He gricken” (Isa53). He laid down Hislife for the sheep.

In the first chapter of the First Book we had the same Blessed
One presented as "a corn of wheat." Here we see Him come to
"die," and hence not abiding done, but bringing forth “much
fruit* (John 12:24). The living fish proceeds from the dying
goat, and yet they form only one body. That picture, which has
no pardld in nature, has a perfectly true coutnerpart in

grace; and "a great multitude, which no man can number,” have
been redeemed and shdl obtain eternd life through the degth of
their Redeemer.

Astronomers confess that the perverted legends of the Greeks
give but "alame account” of thissgn, "and it offersno
illustration of itsancient origin."

Its ancient origin reveds a prophetic knowledge, which only He
possessed who knew that in "the fulness of time" He would send
forth His Son.



We now come to the three congtellations which give us three
pictures setting forth the deeth of this Sacrifice and of His

living again.

1. SAGITTA (The Arrow)
The arrow of God sent forth

It is not the Arrow of Sagittarius, for that has not |eft his

bow. That arrow isfor the enemies of God. Thisisfor the Son
of God. It was of this that He spoke when He said, in Psalm
38:2--

"Thine arrows gtick fast in me,
And Thy hand presseth me sore.”

He was "stricken, smitten of God, and &fflicted, He was wounded
for our transgressons’ (1sa53:4,5). He was "pierced,” when He
could say with Job, "The arrows of the Almighty are within me'
(6:4).

Here the arrow is pictured to us in mid-heaven, done, as having
been shot forth by an invisble hand. 1t isseen in itsflight

through the heavens. It is the arrow of God, showing that
Redemption isdl of God. It was "the will of God" which Jesus
cameto do. Not amere work of mercy for miserable snners, but
awork ordained in eternity pag, for the glory of God in

eternity future.

Thisisthe record of the Word, and thisiswhat is pictured for
us here. The work which the arrow accomplishesis seen in the
dying Goat, and in thefdling Eagle.

There are many other sarsin the heavensin a sraighter line,
which would better serve for an arrow. Why are these stars
chosen? Why is the arrow placed here? What explanation can be
given, except that the Revelation in the stars and in the Book

are both from the inspiration of the same Spirit?

There are about 18 stars of which four are of the 4th magnitude.
Only g and d are in the same line, while the shaft passes
between aand b.



The Hebrew name is Sham, destroying, or desolate.

2. AQUILA (The Eagle)
The amitten onefdling

Here we have an additiona picture of the effect of thisarrow,

in the pierced, wounded, and fdling Eagle, gasping inits dying
struggle. And that pierced, wounded, and dying Saviour whom it
represents, after saying, in Psalm 38:2 "Thine arrows stick fast
inMe" added, in verse 10--

"My heart panteth, My strength faileth Me,
Asfor thelight of Mine eyesit is gone from Me."
(see ds0 Zechariah 13:6)

The names of the gars, dl of them, bear out this

representation. The congtellation contains 74 ars. The

brightest of them, a (in the Eagle's neck), is a notable star of

the 1¢ magnitude, called Al Tair (Arabic), the wounding. The
gar b (in thethroat) is cdled Al Shain (Arabic), the bright,

from a Hebrew root meaning scarlet coloured, asin Joshua 2:18.
The star g (in the back) is cdled Tarared, wounded, or torn. d
(inthe lower wing) is named Alcar, which meansthe piercing,
and e (inthetall), Al Oka, has the Sgnificant meaning

wounded in the hed.

How can the united testimony of these names be explained except
by acknowledging a Divine origin? even that of Him who
afterwards foretold of the bruising of the Virgin's Son in the
written Word; yea, of Him "who telleth the number of the sars
and giveth them dll their names™

3. DELPHINUS (The Dolphin)
The dead onerising again

Thisisabright cluster of 18 gars, five of which are of the
3rd magnitude. It is eadly distinguished by the four brightest,
which are in the head.

It isadways figured as afish full of life, and dways with the
head upwards, just asthe eagleis aways with the head
downwards. The great peculiar characteridtic of the dolphinis
itsrisng up, legping, and springing out of the sea.



When we compare this with the dying goat and faling eagle, what
concluson can we come to but that we have here thefilling in

of the picture, and the completion of the whole truth set forth

in CAPRICORNUS?

Jesus "died and rose again." Apart from His resurrection His
deeth is without result. In His conflict with the enemy it is

only His coming again in glory which is shown forth. But here,

in connection with His people, with the multitudes of His
redeemed, Resurrection is the great and important truth. Heis
"the fird-fruits of them that dept”; then He, too, is here
represented as a fish. He who went down into the waters of death
for His people; He who could say "All thy waves and thy billows
aregone over me' (Psa42:7), Heit iswho rises up again from
the dead, having died on account of the sins of His redeemed,
and risen again on account of ther judtification (Rom 4:25).

Thisisthe picture here. In the Persian planisphere there seems
to be afish and a stream of water. The Egyptian has a vessel
pouring out water.

The ancient names connected with this constellation are Daaph
(Hebrew), pouring out of water; Dagph (Arabic), coming quickly;
Scadooin (Arabic), swift (asthe flow of water); Rotaneb or
Rotaneu (Syriac and Chadee), swiftly running.

Thus, inthisfirst chapter of the Second Book we see the gresat
truth of Revedation set forth; and we learn how the great

Blessings of Redemption were procured. This truth cannot be more
eloquently or powerfully presented than in the language of Dr.
Seiss (Joseph A. Seiss, The Gospdl in the Stars):

This strange goat-fish, dying in its heed, but living in its
afterpart--faling as an eagle pierced and wounded by the arrow
of deeth, but springing up from the dark waves with the
matchless vigour and beauty of the dolphin--sinking under Sn's
condemnation, but rising again as Sn's conqueror--developing
new life out of deeth, and hearlding a new springtime out of
December's long drear nights--was framed by no blind chance of
man. The gory which it tels isthe old, old story on which

hangs the only availing hope that ever came, or ever can come,
to Adam'srace. To what it Sgnifieswe are for ever shut up as



the only saving faith. In that dying Seed of the woman we must
see our Sin-bearer and the atonement for our guilt, or die
oursalves unpardoned and unsanctified. Through His death and
bloodshedding we must find our life, or the true life, which
aoneislife, we never can have."

"Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmogt farthing paid
Whate€er Thy people owed:

Nor can Hiswrath on me take place,
If sheltered in His righteousness,

And sprinkled with the blood.

If my discharge Thou hast procured,
And fredy in my room endured
Thewhole of wrath divine,

Payment God cannot twice demand,
Firg a my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again & mine.

Turn, then, my soul, unto Thy ret;
The merits of Thy great High Priest
Have bought thy liberty;

Trugt in His efficacious blood,

Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee”



The Witness of the Stars, Book 11, Chapter |1

The Second Book
The Redeemed
"Theresult of the Redeemer's sufferings’

The Sign Aquarius (The Water Bearer)
Their blessings ensured, or theliving water s of
blessing poured forth for the redeemed

The Atonement being made, the blessings have been procured, and
now they can be bestowed and poured forth upon the Redeemed.
Thisisthe truth, whether we think of Abdl's lamb, of

patriarcha sacrifices, the offerings under the Law, or of that

greet Sacrifice of which they dl tedtified. They dl with one
voicetd| usthat atonement made is the only foundetion of

blessng.

This was pictured and foreshown in the heavens from the
beginning, by a man pouring forth water from an urn which seems
to have an inexhaustible supply, and which flows forth downwards
into the mouth of afish, which receivesit and drinksit dl

up.

In the ancient Zodiac of Denderah it is the sameidea, though
the man holds two urns, and the fish below seemsto have come
out of the urn. Theman is caled Hupe Tirion, which meansthe
place of him coming down or poured forth.

In some eastern Zodiacs the urn alone appears.

This agrees with its other names--Hebrew, Ddli, the water-urn,
or bucket (asin Numbers 24:7); the Arabic Delu isthe same.

There are 108 garsin this Sign, four of which are of the 3rd
magnitude. Their names, as far as they have come down to us, are
ggnificant.



The gtar a (in the right shoulder) is caled Saad a Mdlik,
which means The record of the pouring forth.

The gar b (in the other shoulder) is cdled Saad d Sund, who
goeth and returneth, or the pourer out.

The bright star d (in the lower part of theright leg) is
wedl-known today by its Hebrew name Scheat, which meanswho
goeth and returneth.

The bright ar in the urn has an Egyptian name--Mon or Meon,
which means smply an urn.

Aquariusisthe modern Lain name by which the signis known. It
has the same meaning, the pourer forth of water.

Can we doubt what is the interpretation of thissgn? The

Greeks, not knowing Him of whom it testified, were, like the
woman of Samaria, dedtitute of that living water which He done
can give. They therefore invented some story about Deucdlion,
the son of Prometheus; and another, saying he is Ganymede,
Jove's cup-bearer! But, as an astronomer says, ""\We must account
otherwise for the origin of this name; for it is not possble to
reconcile the symbols of the deventh sign (because everyone
begins to reckon from Aries, and not as we have done from Virgo)
with Grecian mythology." No! we must go further back than that,
and not cramp our vision, and distort the Scriptures, by

confining our thoughts to "the Church.” The Church is nowhere
seen in these Signs, asit is nowhere reveded in the Old
Tegtament. Thiswe shdl enlarge on when we come to the sgn
Pisces. Meanwhile we must read the witness of the dars as if
there had been no Church!

Chrigtisfirs. Yea Heisdl indl. The Scriptures testify

of Him; and the very sarsin this Sign tel of His going away

and His coming again. These prophetic 9gns have to do with Him,
with the Atonement He wrought, with the conflict He endured,
with the blessngs He secured, with the victory He shdl win,

and the triumph He shdl have. For it iswritten:

"He shdl pour the water out of His buckets,
And His seed shdl be in many waters,



And Hisking shdl be higher than Agag,
And His knogdom shdll be exated.” Numbers 24.7

It tells of that glorious day when

"A King shdl reign in righteousness,

And princes shdl rule in judgment;

And aMAN shdl be as an hiding place from the wind,
And a covert from the tempe<t;

AsRIVERS of WATER inadry place" Isaiah 321, 2

It speaks of that glorious time when Israel shall be restored,
and their "eyes shdl see the King in His beauty"'; when the
peace of Zion shal be no more disturbed, "but there the
glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and
streams' (Isaiah 33:17,20,21). Then

"The wilderness and the solitary place shdl be glad for them;
And the desert shall rgoice, and blossom as the rose,

For in the wilderness shal waters break out,

And greamsin the desart.” Isaiah 35:1, 6

"I will open riversin high places

And fountainsin the mids of the valeys,

| will make the wilderness apool of water,

And the dry land springs of water." Isaiah 41:18

"Fear not, O Jacob, My servant;

And thou, Jesurun, whom | have chosen,

For | will POUR WATER upon him that isthirgty,

And floods upon the dry ground;

| will pour My Spirit upon thy seed,

And My blessing upon thy offgpring.

Thus saith the LORD the King of Israd,

And his Redeemer the LORD of hosts" Isaiah 44:2, 3, 6

Thisis the meaning of the Sign. The MAN Chrigt Jesus, who was
humbled in desth will yet be seen to be the pourer forth of

every blessng. Physicaly pouring forth literd weaters,

removing the curse, and turning thisworld into a paradise:

"Making her wilderness like Eden,
And her desart like the garden of the LORD." Isaiah 51:3



And mordly pouring forth His Spirit in such abundance asto
fill the whole earth with peace, and blessng, and glory, "as
the waters cover the sea.”

Upon Israel restored He will pour out His blessing. They will be
sprinkled with clean water, and possess a new heart and a new
spirit (Eze 36:24-28; Joel 2:28-32).

Such are some of the Scriptureswhich tdll of this glorious
Water-pourer. We need not rob Chrigt of Hisglory, or Isradl of
her blessing, in order to seein dl this Pentecost or the
Church. These are quite independent of the greet line of
prophetic truth. They are parenthetical, and distinct, and true,
quite gpart from the glorious prophecies of Isradl's scattering
and gathering. The physica marves referred to in the texts
above can never be satisfied or exhausted by any spiritua
fulfilment. We may make an gpplication of them asfar asis
consgtent with the teaching of the epistles; but the
interpretation of them belongs to the Person of Chrigt, and the
nation of Isradl. That interpretation is pictured for usin the
Sign, and in its three congtellations.

1. PISCIS AUSTRALIS (The Southern Fish)
The blessings bestowed

Thisfirg congtdlation is one of high antiquity, and its

brilliant sar of the first magnitude was a subject of greet

study by the Egyptians and Ethiopians. It is named in Arabic Fom
a Haut, the mouth of the fish There are 22 other sars.

The congdlation isinseparable from AQUARIUS. In the Denderah
Zodiacitiscaled Aar, astream.

It setsforth the smple truth that the blessngs procured by

the MAN--the coming Seed of the woman, will be surely bestowed
and received by those for whom they are intended. There will be
no falure in their communication, or in their reception. What

has been purchased shall be secured and possessed.

2. PEGASUS (The Winged Horse)
The blessings quickly coming



Not only shdl they be received, but they shdl be brought near.
They will not have to be fetched, but they will be caused to
come to those for whom they are procured, and will yet be
brought by Him who has procured them.

In the Denderah Zodiac there are two characters immediately
below the horse, Pe and ka. Peka or Pega, isin Hebrew the
chief, and Susis horse. So that the very word (Pegasus) has
come down to us and has been preserved through dl the

languages.

The names of the garsin this congtdlation declare to usits
meaning. There are 89 atogether; one of the 1st magnitude, two
of the 2nd, three of the 3rd, nine of the 4th, etc. And, as
astronomers testify, "they render Pegasus peculiarly
remarkable."

The brightest a (on the neck of the horse a the junction of the
wing), comes down to us with the ancient Hebrew name of Markab,
which means returning from afar. The gar b (in the near

shoulder) is caled Schedt, i.e., who goeth and returneth The

dar g (at the tip of the wing) bears an Arabic name--Al Genib,

who carries. The gar e (in the nogtril) is caled Enif

(Arabic), the water The gtar h (in the near leg) is called Matar
(Arabic), who causesto flow.

These names show us that we have to do with no mere horse. A
winged horse is unknown to nature. It must therefore be used as
afigure and it can be afigure only of a person, even of Him
who is "the Branch," as the star Enif shows, who said, "If | go
away | will come again,” asthe star Schest testifies.

He who procured these blessings for the redeemed by His
Atonement, is quickly coming to bring them; and is soon
returning to pour them forth upon agroaning creation. Thisis
the lesson of Pegasus.

"Come, blessed Lord, bid every shore
And answering idand Sing

The praises of Thy roya Name,

And own Thee astheir King.

Lord, Lord! thy fair creation groans--



The earth, the air, the sea--
In unison with dl our hearts,
And cdlsdoud for Thee,

Thine was the Cross with al itsfruits
Of grace and peace divine:

Be Thine the Crown of glory now,
Thepam of victory Thine"

3. CYGNUS (The Swan)
The Blesser surdly returning

This congellation repests, emphasises, and affirmsthis
glorioustruth. It hasto do with the Great Blesser and His
Speedy return, asistedtified by dl the ancient names
connected with it.

In the Denderah Zodiac it is named Tes-ark, which means this
from afar.

It isamogt brilliant and gorgeous asterism of 81 stars; one of
the 1<t or 2nd, six of the 3rd, twelve of the 4th magnitude,

etc. It contains variable sars, five double stars, and one
quadruple. The star marekd "61 Cygni" is known as one of the
most wonderful in the whole heavens. It conssts of two stars
which revolve about each other, and yet have aprogressive
motion common to each!

Thismighty bird is not faling dead, like Aquila, but it is
flying swiftly in mid- heaven. It is coming to the earth, for it
isnot so much abird of theair, but abird peculiarly
belonging to both the earth and the waters.

Its brightest star a (between the body and the tail), is caled

Deneb (like another in CAPRICORNUS), and meansthe judge. It is
aso cdled Adige, flying swiftly, and thus a onceit is

connected with Him who cometh to judge the earth in

righteousness.

The star b (in the beek) is named Al Bireo (Arabic), flying
quickly.

The gtar g (in the body) is called Sadr (Hebrew), who returns as



inadirce.

The two sarsin the tall, now marked in themapsasp | and p
I, are named Azd, who goes and returns quickly; and Fafage,
glorioudy shining forth.

The teaching, then, of the whole sign of AQUARIUS is clear and
complete. The names of the Sars explain the congellations, and
the names of the congtdlations explain the Sgn, so that we are
left in no doubt.

By His atoning death (as set forth in CAPRICORNUS) He has
purchased and procured unspeakable blessings for His redeemed.
Thissgn (AQUARIUS) tdls of those blessings being poured
forth, and of the speedy return of Him who isto bring "rivers

of blessng,” and to fill this earth with blessng and glory "as

the waters cover the sea”

"Then take, LORD, thy kingdom, and comein Thy glory;
Make the scene of Thy sorrows the place of Thy throne,
Complete dl the blessng which agesin sory

Havetold of the triumphs so justly Thine own.”

The Witness of the Stars, Book 11, Chapter 111

The Second Book
The Redeemed
"Theresult of the Redeemer's sufferings’

Chapter 111
The Sign Pisces (The Fishes)
The blessings of the redeemed in abeyance

In thisthird chapter of the Second Book we come to the results
of the Redeemer's work enjoyed, but in connection with conflict,
asisseen inthe lagt of the three sections (the congtelation

of Andromeda, the chained woman), which leads up to the last
chapter of the book, and endsit in triumph over every enemy.



The Signis pictured as two large fishes bound together by a
Band, the ends of which are fastened separately to their tails.
Onefishis represented with its head pointing upwards towards
the North Polar Star, the other is shown at right angles,
swvimming aong the line of the ecliptic, or path of the sun.

The ancient Egyptian name, as shown on the Denderah Zodiac, is
Pi-cot Orion, or Pisces Hori, which means the fishes of Him that
cometh.

The Hebrew nameis Dagim, the Fishes, which is closely connected
with multitudes, as in Genesis 48:26, where Jacob blesses

Joseph's sons, and says, "L et them grow into a multitude in the
midst of the earth.” The margin says, "L et them grow asfishes

do increase.” It refers to the fulfilment of Geness 1:28, "Be

fruitful and multiply.” The multitude of Abraham's seed is

prominent in the pronouncement of the blessings, where God
compared his future posterity to the stars of the sky, and the

sand upon the sea shore. "A very great multitude of fish," asin
Ezekid 47:9.

The Syriac name is Nuno, the fish, lengthened out (asin
posterity).

The sgn, then, speaks of the multitudes who should enjoy the
blessings of the Redeemer's work.

And here we mugt maintain that "the Church,” which is "the Body
of Chrigt," was a subject that was never revealed to man until

it was made known to the Apostle Paul by a specid reveation.
The Holy Spirit declares (Rom 16:25) that it "was kept secret
since the world began.” In Ephesians 3:9 he declares thet it
"from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God"; and in
Colossans 1:26, that it "hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to Hissaints” In each
scripture which spesks of it as "now made manifest,” or "now
made known," it is didtinctly Sated that it was "amystery,”

i.e. asecret, and had, up to that moment, been hidden from
mankind, hidden "in God." How, then, we ask, can "the Church,”
which was a subsequent revelation, be read into the previous
prophecies, whether written in the Old Testament Scriptures, or
made known in the Heavens? If the Church was reveded in
prophecy, then it could not have been said to be hidden or kept



secret. If the first revelation of it was made known to Paul, as
he digtinctly affirmsit was, then it could not have been
reveded before. Unless we see this very clearly, we cannot
"rightly divide the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15). And if we do
not rightly divide the word of truth, in its subjects, ad

times, and dispensations, we must inevitably be landed in
confusion and darkness, interpreting of the Church, scriptures
which belong only to Isradl.

The Church, or Body of Chrig, istotaly distinct from every

class of persons who are made the subject of prophecy. Not that
the Church of God was an after-thought. No, it waws a Divine
secret, kept as only God Himself could keep it. The Bible
therefore would have been complete (so far asthe Old Testament
prophecies are concerned) if the Epistles (which belong only to
the Church) were taken out. The Old Testament would then give us
the kingdom prophesied; the Gospdls and Acts, the King and the
kingdom offered and rejected; then the Apocaypse would follow,
showing how that promised kingdom will yet be set up with Divine
judgment, power and glory.

If these Signs and these star- pictures be the results of

inspired patriarchs, then this Sign of PISCES can refer to "His
seed,” prophesied of in Isaiah 53 "He shall see His seed.” It
must refer to

"The nation whose God isthe LORD,
And the people whom He hath chosen for His own inheritance.”
Psam 33:12

"Such as be blessed of Him shdl inherit the earth.”
Psdm 37:22

"The LORD shdl increase you more and more,
Y ou and your children,

Yeare blessed of the LORD."

Psam 115:14, 15

"Their seed shdl be known among the Gentiles.

And their offgpring among the people;

All that see them shdl acknowledge them,

That they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed.”
Isaiah 61:9



"They are the seed of the blessed of the LORD,
And their offspring with them.”
|saiah 65:23

The prophecy of this Sign was afterwards written in the words of
Isaiah 26:15--the song which shdl yet be sung in the land of
Judah:

"Thou hast increased the nation, O LORD,
Thou hast increased the nation.”

Andinlsaah 9:3 (RV), spesking of the glorious time when the
government shdl be upon the shoulder of the coming King:

"Thou hagt multiplied the nation,
Thou hagt increased ther joy."

Of that longed-for day Jeremiah sings (30:19):

"I will multiply them

And they shdl not be few;

| will dso glorify them,

And they shdl not be smal."

Ezekid dsoisingpired to say:

"1 will multiply men upon you,

All the house of I5ad, even dl of it:

And the cities shd| be inhabited,

And the wastes shdl be builded;

And I will multiply upon you man and beedt,
And they shdl increase and bring fruit.”
Ezekid 36:10, 11

"Moreover | will make a covenant of peace with them;

It shal be an everlasting covenant with them!

And | will place them, and multiply them,

And will see My sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.”
Ezekid 37:26

Indeed, this sign of PISCES has aways been interpreted of
Isradl. Both Jews and Gentiles have agreed in this. ABARBANEL, a



Jewish commentator, writing on Danid, affirms that the Sign
PISCES aways refers to the people of Isradl. He gives five
reasons for this blief, and aso affirms that a conjunciton of
the planets Jupiter and Saturn aways betokens acrisisin the
affars of Isradl. Because such a conjunction took placein his
day (about 1480 AD) he looked for the coming of Messiah.

Certanitis, that when the sunisin PISCES dl the
congtdlations which are consdered noxious, are seen above the
horizon. What is true in astronomical observation istrue aso

in higtorica fact. When God's favour is shown to Isradl, "the
Jew's enemy” puts forth his malignant powers. When they
increased and multiplied in Egypt, he endeavoured to compass the
destruction of the nation by destroying the mele children; but
their great Deliverer remembered His covenant, defeated the
designs of the enemy, and brought the counsdl of the heathen to
nought. So it wasin Persa; and so it will yet be again when

the hour of Israd's find deliverance has come.

There can be no doubt that we have in this Sign the foreshowing
of the multiplication and blessing of the children of promise,

and atoken of their coming deliverance from dl the power of
the enemy.

But why two fishes? and why is one horizontal and the other
perpendicular? The answer is, that not only in Israel, but in

the seed of Seth and Shem there were dways those who looked for
a heavenly portion, and were "partakers of a heavenly cdling.”

In Hebrews 11 we are digtinctly told that Abraham "looked for a
city which hath foundaitons, whose builder and maker is God" (v
10). They were "strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (v 13).
Strangers are those without a home, and pilgrims are those who

are journeying home: "they seek a country” (v 14). They desred
"abetter country, that is, an HEAVENLY : wherefore God is not
ashamed to be cdled their God; for He hath prepared for them a
city" (v 16). It isclear, therefore, that whet are called the

"Old Testament Saints' were "partakers of THE HEAVENLY CALLING"
(Heb 3:1), which included a heavenly portion and a heavenly

home; and dl through the ages there have been "partakers of the
heavenly cdling." Thisis quite distinct from the cdling of

the Church, which isfrom both Jews and Gentiles to form "one
body,” a"new man" in Chrigt (Eph 2:15). It must be distinct,

for it isexpresdy stated at the end of that chapter (Heb



11:40) that God has "PROVIDED (marg. foreseen) SOME BETTER THING
FOR US." How can this be a"better thing," if it isthe same

thing? There must be two separate things if one is "better” than

the other! Our cdling in Chrigt isthe "beter thing." The Old

Tegtament saints had, and will have, agood thing. They will

have a heavenly blessing, and a heavenly portion, for God has
"prepared for them acity,” and we see that prepared city, even

"the holy city, new Jerusdlem, coming down from God out of
HEAVEN, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Rev 21:2).
Thisisthe "heavenly” portion of the Old Testament saints, the

Bride of Chrigt. The Church will have a till "better” portion,

for "they without us should not be made perfect” (Heb 11:40).

The fish, shooting upwards to the Polar Star, exquisitely
pictures this "heavenly cdling"; while the other fish, kegping

on the horizontd line, answers to those who were content with
an earthly portion.

But both dike were divindy cdled, and chosen, and upheld. The
names of two of the garsin the sign are Okda (Hebrew), the
united, and Al Samaca (Arabic), the upheld. These again speak of
the redeemed seed, of whom, and to whom, Jehovah speaksin that
coming day of glory inlsaah 41:8-10 (RV):

"But thou, Ilsrael, My servant,

Jacob, whom | have chosen,

The seed of Abraham My friend,

Thou whom | have taken hold of from the ends of the earth,
And cdled thee from the corners thereof,

And said unto thee, Thou art My servant;

| have chosen thee, and not cast thee away;

Fear thou nat, for | am with thee;

Be not dismayed, for | am thy God!

| will strengthen thee;

Yea | will hdp thee;

Yea, | will UPHOLD thee with the right hand of My
righteousness.”

Thisisthe teaching of the Sign; and the first congtdlation
takes up this thought and emphasisesiit.

1. THE BAND
The redeemed bound, but binding their enemy



The band that unites these two fishes has aways formed a

separate congelation. The Arabian poems of ANTARAH frequently
mention it as diginct from the Sign with which it is so dosdy
connected. ANTARAH was an Arabian poet of the sixth century.

Its ancient Egyptian name was U-or, which means He cometh. Its
Arabic nameis Al Risha, the band, or bridle.

It spesks of the Coming One, not in His rdation to Himself, or
to Hisenemies, but in Hisrelation to the Redeemed. It spesks
of Himwho says

"l drew them with cords of aman,

With bands of love;

And | wasto them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws."
Hosea 11:4, RV

But it spesks dso of His unloosing the bands with which they
have been so long bound.

One end of the band is fastened securely round the tail of one
fish, and it is the same with the other. Moreover, thisband is
fastened to the neck of Cetus, the sea mongter, while
immediately above is seen awoman chained as a captive. These
both tell the same story, and, indeed, dl are required to set

forth the whole truth. The fishes are bound to Cetus; the woman
(Andromeda) is chained; but the Deliverer of both is near.
Cepheus, the Crowned King, the Redeemer, "the Breaker," the
Branch, is seen coming quickly for the ddiverance of His
redeemed. These are the three congtdlations of thissign, and

al three are required to st forth the Sory.

Israel now isbound. The great enemy till oppresses, but
deliverance issure. ARIES, the Ram, is seen with his paws on
this band, as though about to loosen the bands and set the
captives free, and to fast bind their great oppressor.

2. ANDROMEDA (The Chained Woman)
The redeemed in their bondage and affliction

Thisisapeculiar picture to set in the heavens. A woman with
chains fastened to her feet and arms, in misery and trouble; and



bound, helpless, to the sky. Y et thisis the ancient foreshowing
of the truth.

In the Denderah Zodiac her nameis Set, which means set, set up
asaqueen. In Hebrew it is Sirra, the chained, and Perseg, the
stretched out.

There are 63 stars in this constdlation, three of which are of
the 2nd magnitude, two of the 3rd, twelve of the 4th, etc.

The brightest gar, a (in the head), iscdled Al Phiratiz
(Arabic), the broken down. The star b (in the body) is called
Mirach (Hebrew), the wesk. The star g (in the | eft foot) is
cdled Al Maach, or Al Amak (Arabic), struck down.

The names of other sars are Adhil, the &fflicted; Mizar, the
week; Al Mara (Arabic), the afflicted. ARATUS speaks of Desma,
which means the bound, and says--

"Her feet point to her bridegroom
Perseus, on whose shoulder they rest.”

Thus, with one voice, the stars of Andromeda speak to us of the
captive daughter of Zion. And her coming Deliverer thus
addresses her:

"O thou &fflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted,
Behold,...in righteousness shalt thou be established:

Thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear:
And from terror; for it shal not come nigh thee.”

Isaiah 54:11-14

"Hear now this, thou afflicted...

Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion;

Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusdem...

Shake thysdlf from the dust;

Arise, and St down, O Jerusdem:

Loose thysdlf from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of
Zion.

For thus saith the LORD, Y e have sold yoursdves for nought;
And ye shdl be redeemed without money."

|saiah 51:21-52:3



"The virgin daughter of My people is broken with agreet breach,
with avery grievous blow" (Jer 14:17).

The picture which sets forth her deliverance is reserved for the
next chapter (or Sign), where it comesin its proper place and
order. We are fist shown her glorious Deliverer; for we never,
in the heavens or in the Word, have areference to the
sufferings without an immediate reference to the glory.

3. CEPHEUS (The Crowned King)
Their Redeemer coming to rule

Here we have the presentation of a glorious king, crowned, and
enthroned in the highest heaven, with a sceptre in his hand, and
hisfoot planted on the very Polar Star itsdlf.

His namein the Denderah Zodiac is Pe-ku-hor, which meansthis
one cometh to rule,

The Greek name by which he is now known, Cepheus, isfrom the
Hebrew, and means the branch, and is caled by EURIPIDES the

king.
An old Ethiopian name was Hyk, aking.

There are 35 gtars, viz., three of the 3rd magnitude, seven of
the 4th, etc.

The brightest star, a (in the right shoulder), is cdled Al
Deramin, which means coming quickly. The next, b (in the
girdle), is named Al Phirk (Arabic), the Redeemer. Thenext g
(intheleft knee), is cdled Al Ral, which means who bruises or
bresks.

It isimpossible to mistake the truth which these names teach.
The Greeks, though they had lost it, yet preserved atrace of

it, even in ther perverson of it; for they held that Cepheus

was the father of Andromeda, and that Perseus was her husband.

Yes, thisisthe glorious King of Isradl, the "King of kings,
and Lord of lords" It isHewho cdls Isradl His"son," and
will yet manifest it to dl the world.



In Jeremiah 21, after speaking of Isradl's restoration, Jehovah
sys.

"At the same time, saith the LORD, will | be the God of dl the
familiesof lgad,

And they shdl be My people...

For | am afather to Israd,

And Ephram is My firgtborn.”

AsHe said to Moses. "Thus saith the LORD, Isradl ismy son,
even my firstborn" (Exo 4:22).

Here isthe foundation of Israel's blessing. True, itisnow in
abeyance, but "the LORD reigneth,” and will in due time make
good His Word, for

"The counsdl of the LORD standeth for ever.
The thoughts of His heart to dl generations.”
Psaim 33:11

This leads us up to the last chapter of the Second Book, which
shows us the fulfilment of dl the prophecies concerning the
Redeemed and the sure foundation on which ther great hope of
glory is based.



The Witness of the Stars, Book 11, Chapter 1V

The Second Book
The Redeemed
"Theresult of the Redeemer's sufferings’

Chapter IV
The Sign Aries(The Ram or Lamb)
The blessings of the redeemed consummated and enjoyed

This Second Book began with the Goat dying in sacrifice, and it
endswith the Lamb living again, "as it had been dain." The

goat had the tail of afigh, indicating that his deeth was for a
multitude of the redeemed. In the two middle Signs we have had
these fishes presented to usin grace, and in their conflict. We
come now to the last chapter of the book: and, as we have seen,
like each of the other books; it ends up with victory and
triumph. Here we are first shown the foundation on which that
victory rests, namely, Atonement. Hence we are taken back and
reminded of the "blood of the Lamb.”

Thisis pictured by aram, or lamb, full of vigour and life; not
fdling in desth as CAPRICORNUS is.

In the Denderah Zodiac its name is Tametouris Ammon, which means
the reign, dominion, or government of Ammon. The lamb'shead is
without horns, and is crowned with acircle.

The Hebrew name is Tdeh, the lamb. The Arabic nameis Al Hamd,
the sheep, gentle, merciful. This name has been migtakenly given

by someto the principa gar, a The Syriac nameis Amroo, as

in the Syriac New Testament in John 1:29 "Behold the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the world." The ancient Akkadian
name was Bara- ziggar. Bar means dtar, or sacrifice; and ziggar
means right making; so that the full name would be the sacrifice



of righteousness.

There are 66 garsin thisgn, one being of the 2nd magnitude,
two of the 4th, etc.

Its chief gtar, a (in the forehead), is named El Nath, or El

Natik, which means wounded, dain. The next, b (in the left
horn), is caled Al Sheratan, the bruised, the wounded. The next
g (neartob), is caled Mesarim (Hebrew), the bound.

How isit there isno conflicting voice? How isit thet dl the

gars unite in one harmonious voice in testifying of the Lamb of
God, dain, and bruised, but yet living for evermore, snging
together, "Worthy isthe Lamb that was dain to receive power
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessng” (Rev 5:12)?

Thisrgoicing connected with the Lamb shines faintly through

the heathen perversions and myths: for HERODOTUS tells us how
the ancient Egyptians, once a year, when it opened by the

entrance of the sun into ARIES (TAURUS then marked the Spring
Equinox), dew aRam, a the festiva of Jupiter Ammon; branches
were placed over the doors, the Ram was garlanded with wregths
of flowers and carried in procession. Now the sun entered ARIES
on the 14th of the Jewish month Nisan, and another lamb was then
ordered to be dain, even "the LORD's passover'--the type of

that Lamb thet should in the fulness of time be offered without
blemish and without spot. Owing to the precesson of the
equinoxes, the sun, at the time of the Exodus, had receded into
thissign of ARIES, which then marked the Spring Equinox. But by
the time that the antitype--the Lamb of God, was dain, the sun

had till further receded, and on the 14th of Nisan, in the year

of the Crucifixion, stood at the very spot marked by the stars

a, El Nath, the pierced, the wounded or dain, and b, Al

Sheratan, the bruised or wounded! God so ordained "the times and
seasons' that during that noon-day darkness the sun was seen

near those stars which had spoken for so many centuries of this
bruising of the woman's Seed--the Lamb of God.

Wasthis design? or was it chance? It isfar eeder to believe
the former. 1t makes a smdler demand upon our faith; yes, we
are compelled to believe that He who created the sun and the
gars"for sgnsand for cycles” ordained dso thetimes and



the seasons, and it isHe who tdls us that "WHEN THE FULNESS OF
TIME WAS COME, God sent forth His Son" (Ga 4:4), and that "in
due time Chrigt died for the ungodly” (Rom 5:6).

1. CASSIOPEIA (The Enthroned Woman)
The captive delivered, and preparing for her Husband, the
Redeemer

In the last chapter we saw the woman bound; here we see the same
woman freed, delivered, and enthroned.

ULUGH BEY saysits Arabic nameis El Seder, which meansthe
freed.

In the Denderah Zodiac her name is Set, which means set, set up

as Queen. ALBUMAZER says this congtellation was anciently called
"the daughter of splendour.” This appears to be the meaning of

the word Cassiopeia, the enthroned, the beautiful. The Arabic
nameis Ruchba, the enthroned This is aso the meaning of its
Chaldee name, Dat d cursa.

There are 55 sars in this constdlation, of which five are of
the 3rd magnitude, five of the 4th, etc.

This beautiful constdllation passes verticaly over Great
Britain every day, and is easily distinguished by itsfive
brightest gars, forming anirregular "W."

This brilliant congtdlation contains one binary dar, atriple
dar, adouble star, a quadruple star, and a large number of
nebulae.

In the year 1572 Tycho Brahe discovered in this congtellation,
and very near the star k (under the arm of the chair), anew

gar, which shone more brightly than Venus. It was observed for
nearly two years, and disappeared entirely in 1574.

The brightest gar, a (in the left breast), is named Schedir
(Hebrew), which means the freed. The next, b (in the top of the
chair), likewise bears a Hebrew name--Caph, which meansthe
branch; it is evidently given on account of the branch of

victory which she bearsin her hand.



Sheisindeed highly exdted, and making herself ready. Her

hands, no longer bound, are engaged in this happy work. With her
right hand she is arranging her robes, while with her left she
isadorning her hair. She is seated upon the Arctic circle, and
close by the side of Cepheus, the King.

Thisis"the Bride, the Lamb's wife, the heavenly city, the new
Jerusalem,” the "partakers of the heavenly cdling.”

He who has redeamed her is "the Lamb that was dain,”" and He
addressss her thus:

"Thy Maker isthine husband;

The LORD of Hogsis Hisname;

And the Holy One of Isradl isthy Redeemer;

The God of the whole earth shall He be called.

For the LORD hath caled thee as awoman forsaken and grieved in
Spirit,

Even awife of youth when sheis cast off, saith thy God.

For asmall moment have | forsaken thee;

But with great mercieswill | gather thee.

In overflowing wrath | hid my face from thee for amoment;
But with everlasting kindness will | have mercy on thee, saith
the LORD thy Redeemer.”

Isaiah 54:5-8, RV

"Thou shat be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
And aroyd diadem in the hand of thy God,

Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken;

Nether shdl thy land any more be termed Desolate;

But thou shdlt be cdlled Hephzi-bah (i.e. my ddight isin her),
And thy land Beulah (i.e., married);

For the LORD ddighteth in thee,

And thy land shall be married.

For as ayoung man marieth avirgin,

So shdl thy sons (Heb. thy Restorer) marry thee:

And as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride,

So shdl thy God rgjoice over thee.”

Isaah 62:3-5, RV

"The LORD hath gppeared of old (or from afar) unto me, saying,
Yea, | have loved thee with an everlagting love;
Therefore with lovingkindness have | drawn thee.



Aganwill | build thee, and thou shdt be built, O Virgin of
lsrad...

He that scattered |srael will gather him,

And keep him as a shepherd doth his flock,

For the LORD hath ransomed Jacab,

And redeemed him from the hand of him that was stronger than
he"

Jeremiah 31:3-12, RV

Can we close our eyesto the testimony of these scriptures--that
|sradl isthe Bride of the Lamb? When we have dl these, and
more, why should we read "the Church” into thse ancient
prophecies, which was the subject of along-subsequent
revelation, merely because (in Eph 5:25) Christ'slove to His
Church is compared to a husband's love for his wife? "Husbands,
love your wives, even AS Chrigt dso loved the Church.” Thereis
not aword here about the Church being Hiswife. On the
contrary, it revedls the secret that the Church of Christ isto

be the mystica "Body of Chrigt,” part of the Husband in fact,
"One new man" (Eph 2:15)! whereas restored Isradl isto be the
Bride of this"New Man," the Bride of Chrit, the Lamb's wifel
Blessed indeed it isto be united to Christ asawifeto a

husband, but glorious beyond al description to be "one' with
Chrig Himsdf, part of His mystica Body.

If men had only redised the wondrous glory of this mysery,

they would never have so wrongly divided the Word of Truth by
interpreting Psam 45 of this Mydtica Chrig. If we "rightly
divide" it, we see a once that this Psdlm isin harmony with

dl the Old Testament scriptures, which must be interpreted
aike, and can be interpreted only of Isragl however they may be

applied.

Having spoken of the Godhead and glory of thisKing (faintly and
in part foreshown by Cepheus), the Holy Spirit goesonin the
latter part of the Psalm to speak of the Bride--the Queen:

"At Thy right hand doth stand the Queen in gold of Ophir,
Hearken, O daughter, and consdier, incline thine ear;
Forget aso thine own people, and thy father's house;

So shdl the King desire thy beauty; *

For Heisthy Lord; and worship thou Him...

The King's daugher within the pdaceis dl glorious,



Her dothing is inwrought with gold,

She shdll be led unto the King in broidered work;

The virgins her companions ** that follow her shal be brought
unto thee," etc.

Psdm 45:9-17, RV

* "Thy beauty; for it was perfect through My comeliness, when |
put upon thee (Jerusdem), saith the LORD" (Eze 16:14).

** Those who interpret the Queen here of the Church asthe
Bride, interpret the "Virgins' in Matthew 25 of the Bride aso.

But how inconggent! If the "Virgins' be the Church in Maithew
25, then where isthe Bride? If the Queen isthe Bride (the
Church) in Psalm 45, then who are the "virgins her companions'?
Both cannot be the correct interpretation. In fact, both are

wrong, and hence the confusion. The Bride must be interpreted by
the Old Testament scriptures, and the Prophecies which belong to
Israel must not be robbed and given to the Church. They cannot
be thus diverted without bringing confusion into the Scripture,

and causing lossto our souls.

Then shdl she Sng her Magnificat:

"I will greetly rgoicein the LORD,

My soul shdl be joyful in my God,

For He hath clothed me with the garments of salvetion,
He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness,

As a bridegroom decketh himsdlf with ornaments,

And as a bride adorneth hersdf with her jewels.

For asthe earth bringeth forth her bud,

And as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to
spring forth;

So the Lord GOD [Adona Jehovah] will cause righteousness and
praise to oring forth before dl the nations.”

Isaiah 61:10, 11

This, then, isthe truth set forth by this enthroned woman. The
blessing founded on Atonement, and the Redemption wrought by the
Lamb that was dain, result in aglorious answer to Isradl's

prayer, "Turn our captivity, O LORD" (Psa 126:4): when they that
have "sown in tears shdl regp in joy," and the LORD shdl

loosen her bonds, and place her enthroned by His side.



This, however, involves the destruction of her enemy, and this
iswhat we see in the next section.

2. CETUS (The Sea Monster)
The great enemy bound

When John sees the New Jerusdem, the Bride, the Lamb's wife
(Rev 21:10), Satan has been bound aready: for we reed, afew
veses before (20:1-3) "1 saw an angel come down from heaven,
having the key of the bottomless pit and agrest chainin his
hand. And helaid hold of the dragon, that Old Serpent, which is
the Devil, and Satan, and bound him [and kept him bound] a
thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut
him up, and set ased upon him, that he should decelve the
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled."

Thisiswhat we see in the second section of the chapter--the
second congdlaionin ARIES.

The pictureisthat of a great sea-monder, the largest of al
the congdlations. It isthe natural enemy of fishes, henceiit
is placed here in connection with thislast chapter, in which
fishes are so prominent.

It is Stuated very low down among the congdlations--far away
towards the south or lower regions of the sky.

Its name in the Denderah Zodiac is Knem, which means subdued. It
is pictured as a monstrous head, trodden under foot by the

swine, the naturd enemy of the serpent. The hawk aso (another
enemy of the serpent) is over thisfigure, crowned with a

mortar, denoting bruising.

It consgts of 97 sars, of which two are of the 2nd magnitude,
eight of the 3rd, nine of the 4th, etc.

The names of the Sarsinterpret for usinfalibly the meaning
of the picture.

The brightest ar, a (in the upper mandible), is named Menikar,
and means the bound or chained enemy. The next, b (in the tal),
is called Diphda, or Deneb Kaitos, overthrown, or thrust down.
The gtar o (in the neck) is named Mira, which means THE REBEL.



Its namesis ominous, for the star is one of the most

remarkable. It is very bright, but it was not till 1596 thet it

was discovered to be variable. It disappears periodicaly seven
timesin Sx yeard It continues & its brightest for fifteen
daystogether. M. Bade saysthat during 334 days it shineswith
its greatest light, then it diminishes till it entirdy

disappears for some time (to the naked eye). In fact, during

that period it passes through severd degrees of magnitude, both
increasing and diminishing. Indeed its varigbleness is so great

as to make it appear unsteady!

Here, then, is the picture of the Great Rebd as shown in the
heavens. What isit, as written in the Word?

The Almighty asks man:

"Cang thou draw out Leviathan with a fish hook?
Or press down histongue with a cord?

Cangt thou put aropeinto his nose?

Or pierce his jaw through with ahook?...

Shdl not one be cast down even at the Sght of him?
Noneis so fierce that he dare tir him up.”

Job 41:1-10, RV

But he whom man cannot bind can be bound by the Lamb, and He is
seen with "the Band" that has bound the fishes, now in His
hands, which he has fastened with a bright star to his neck,

saying,

"Behald, | have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling,
Even the dregs of the cup of My fury;

Thou shat no more drink it again,

But | will put it into the hand of them that &fflict thee”

|saiah 51:22, 23

"Behold, the LORD cometh forth out of His place

To punish the inhabitants of the earth for thar iniquity ...

In that day the LORD, with His sore, and great, and strong
sword,

Shdl punish Leviathan, the piercing serpent,

And Leviathan, the crooked serpent;

And He shal day the dragon that isin the sea”

Isaiah 26:21-27:1



"For God is my king of old,

Working savation in the midst of the earth.

Thou didgt divide (marg. Heb., break) the sea by Thy strength,
Thou brakest the heads of the dragons (RV marg., sea monsters)
in the waters.

Thou brakest the heads of Leviathan in pieces.”

Psam 74:12-14

And this Second Book closes by reveding to us this glorious
"Bresker."

3. PERSEUS ("The Bresker")
"The Bresker" ddivering the redeemed

Here we have set before us amighty man, caled in the Hebrew
Peretz, from which we have the Greek form Perses, or Perseus
(Rom 16:13). It is the same word which isused of Chrigtin
Micah 2:13. When He shdl surdly "gather the remnant of Israd”
(v 12), it iswritten--

"THE BREAKER is gone up before them...
Their King is passed on before them,
And the LORD &t the head of them.”

Thisiswhat is pictured to us here. We see a glorious "Bregker"
taking His place before His redeemed, bresking forth at their
head, breaking down al barriers, and breaking the heads of
Leviathan and dl his hogts. In Hisright hand He has His "sore,
and great, and strong sword" lifted up to smite and break down
the enemy. He haswings on Hisfeet, which tell usthat Heis
coming very swiftly. In Hisleft hand He carries the heed of the
enemy, whom he has dain.

In the Denderah Zodiac His Nameis Kar Knem, he who fights and
subdues.

It isabeautiful congtelation of 59 stars, two of which are of
the 2nd magnitude, four of the 3rd, twelve of the 4th, etc.

Their names supply us with the key to the interpretation of the
picture.



The gar a(in the wast) is caled Mirfak, who heps. The next,
g (inthe right shoulder), is named Al Genib, which meanswho
cariesaway. The bright star in the left foot is caled Athik,
who breaks!

In his left hand he carries a head, which, by perverson, the
Greeks cdled the head of Medusa, being ignorant that its Hebrew
root meant the trodden under foot. It is aso called Rosh Satan
(Hebrew), the head of the adversary, and Al Oneh (Arabic), the
subdued, or Al Ghoul, the evil soirit.

The bright gtar, b (in this head), has come down to us with the
name Al Gol, which means ralling round.

It isamost remarkable phenomenon that so many of these enemies
should be characterised by variable stars! But this head of
Medusg, like the neck of Cetus, has one. Al Gal is continually
changing. In about 69 hoursit changes from the 4th magnitude to
the 2nd. During four hours of this period it gradudly
diminishesin brightness, which it recovers in the succeeding

four hours, and in the remaining part of the time invariably
preserves its greatest ludtre. After the expiration of thistime

its brightness begins to decrease again. Fit emblem of our greet
enemy, who, "like aroaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he
may devour” (1 Peter 5:8); then changing into a subtle serpent
(Gen 3:8); then changing again into "an angd of light" (2 Cor
11:14). "Trandforming himsdf" continudly, to devour, deceive,
and destroy.

This brings us to the concluson of the Second Book, in which we
have seen the Redeemed blessed with dl blessings, delivered out
of dl conflict, saved from al enemies. We have seen ther
Redeemer, "the Lamb dain from the foundation of the world,"
"the Conqueror,” "the King of Kingsand Lord of Lords."

Thisisthe Reveation recorded in the heavens. Thisisthe
prophetic testimony inspired in the Book. And thisisthe
heart-cry prompted by both:

"Come, Lord, and tarry not,

Bring the long-1ooked-for day;

Oh, why these years of waiting here,
These ages of delay?



Come, for Thy saints dill wait;

Dally ascendstheir cry:

"The Spirit and the Bride say, Come';
Dost Thou not hear their cry?

Come, for creation groans,
Impatient of Thy ay;

Worn out with these long years of ll,
These ages of delay.

Come, for Thine Isradl pines,

An exilefrom Thy fold;

Oh, cdl to mind Thy faithful word,
And bless them as of old.

Come, for thy foes are strong;

With taunting lips they say,

'Where is the promised advent now,
And where the dreaded day?

Come, for the good are few;
They lift the voicein vain;

Faith waxes fainter on the earth,
And loveisonthe wane.

Come, in Thy glorious might;
Come, with Thineiron rod;
Disperse Thy foes before Thy face,
Most mighty Son of God.

Come, and make dl things new,
Build up this ruined earth;
Restore our faded paradise,
Cresation's second birth.

Come, and begin Thy reign

Of everlasting peace;

Come, take the kingdom to Thysdlf,
Gresat King of Righteousness.”

Dr. Horatius Bonar



The Witness of the Stars, Book 111, Chapter |

The Third Book

The Redeemer

(His Second Coming)
"Theglory that should follow"

In this Third and Last Book we come to the concluding portion of
this Heavenly Revdation. Its subject is Redemption completed,
and consummeated in triumph. No more sorrow, suffering, or
conflict; no more the bruising of the hed of the Redeemer. We
have now done with the prophecies of "the sufferings of Chrig,”
and have come to those that relate to “the glory that should
follow."

No more reference now to His first coming in humiliation. No
more coming "forth" to suffer and die, a sacrifice for ans, the
reference now is only to His second coming in glory; His coming
"unto" this earth is not to suffer for sn (Heb 9:28), but it

will be acoming in power to judge the earth in righteousness,
and to subdue dl enemies under His feet.

Like the other two books, it consists of four chapters.

Thefirgt chapter is the prophecy of the coming Judge of dl the
earth.

The second sets before us the two-fold nature of the coming
Ruler.

The third shows us Messiah's redeemed possess ons--the Redeemed
brought safely home, dl conflict over.

The fourth describes Messah's consummeated triumph.



The Sign Taurus (The Bull)
Messah, the coming Judge of dl the earth

The pictureisthat of aBull rushing forward with mighty energy
and fierce wrath, his horns set so as to push his enemies, and
pierce them through and destroy them.

It isaprophecy of Chrigt, the coming Judge, and Ruler, and
"Lord of dl the earth.”

The Egyptian Zodiac of Denderah aready, 4,000 years ago, had
forgotten the truth to which the prophecy had referred, and
cdled himlgs i.e, who saves or ddivers, and Apis, i.e,

the head or chief. The Bull is clearly represented, and in al

the zodiacs which have come down to usis dways in the act of

pushing, or rushing.

The name of the Sgn in Chadeeis Tor. Hence, Arabic, Al Thaur;
Greek, Tauros, Latin, Taurus, etc. The more common Hebrew name
was Shur, which isfrom aroot which means both coming and

ruling. There are several Hebrew words for bulls and oxen, etc.

But the common poeticd term for dl is Reem, conveying the idea

of loftiness, exaltation, power, and pre-eminence. Wefind the

root in other kindred languages (Etruscan, Sanscrit, etc.), and

it can be traced in the name of Abram, which means pre-eminent

or high father; Ramah, high place, etc.

The starsin Taurus present a brilliant Sght. There are at
least 141 stars, besides two important groups of stars, which
both form integrd parts of the sign.

The brightest gtar, a (in the bull's eye), has a Chaldee

name--Al Debaran, and means the leader or governor. The star b
(at thetip of the left horn) has an Arabic name--El Nath,

meaning wounded or dain. Another prophetic intimation that this
coming Lord should befirg dain as a sacrifice.

Then there isthe cluster of stars known as the Pleiades. This

word, which means the congregation of the judge or ruler, comes
to us through the Greek Septuagint as the trandation of the

Hebrew kimah, which means the hegp or accumulation, and occurs
inJob 9:9; 38:31, 32, and Amos 5:8.



It conssts of a number of stars (in the neck of Taurus) which
appear to be near together. The brightest of them, marked hin
al the maps, * has come down to us with an Arabic name--Al
Cyone, which means the centre, and has given the idea to some
adronomersthat it isthe centre of the whole universe. The
Syriac name for the Pleiadesis Succoth, which means booths.

* The others have names, but they were given by the Greeks from
the names of the seven daughters of Atlasand Pleilone. The
Hyades were their Sgters. Together they tell us that the saints

will be secure with this mighty Lord when he comesto rule.

Another group of stars (on the face of the Bull) isknown as The
Hyades, * which has the smilar meaning of the congregated.

* The Pleiades and Hyades are sometimes spoken of as
congdlations, but thisisamigtake; they are integrd parts
of Taurus.

Other gars are named Pdlilicium (Hebrew), belonging to the
judge; Wasat (Arabic), centre or foundation; Al Thuralya
(Arabic), the abundance; Vergiliae (Latin), the centre (Arabic,
vertex) turned on, rolled round.

Every thing points to the important truth, and dl turns on the

fact that the Lord is COMING TO RULE! Thisisthe centra truth
of dl prophecy. "The testimony of Jesusis the sairit of

prophecy.” All hope for Crestion, dl hope for the world, all

hope for Isradl, dl hope for the Church, turns on this, that
"Jesusis coming again,” and that when He comes His saints, "the
daughters of the King" (like the Pleiades and Hyades), will be
with Him.

Thereis nothing of "the Church" revedled here. The Church will

be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, to be for ever with

the Lord (1 Thess 4:17) before He thus comes unto the world in
judgment. He will come forth to receive the members of His Body
unto Himsdlf, before He thus comes with them to destroy dl His
enemies and "judge (or rule) the world in righteousness.” When
we read this Sign of Taurus, therefore, we are to understand

that His Church will be with Him, safe from dl judgmen.

There is very much in the Scripture of the Book, (asthereisin



the propheciesin the heavens) about the coming of the Lord in
judgment; and about thistime of Hisindignation. For Enoch, who
doubtless was used in arranging these prophetic Sgns, uttered

the prophetic words, "Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands
of His saints to execute judgment upon dl and to convict dl

that are ungodly” (Jude 14,15).

At avery early period these signs were appropriated to the
Twelve Tribes of Isradl, and borne upon their "standards.” This
may be traced in the Blessing of Jacob (Gen 49), and in the
Blessng of Moses (Deut 33). Taurus was assigned to Joseph, or
rather to histwo tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, like the two
powerful horns

"Thefirgling of his bulllock (marg. hisfirdling
bullock)--mgesty ishis,

And his horns are the horns of the wild-ox (Reem).

With them he shdl PUSH (marg. gore) the peoples, dl of them,
even the ends of the earth.

And they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,

And they are the thousands of Manasseh.”

Deuteronomy 33:17, RV

It is not, however, merdly by men aone that thiswill be done,
for David 9ngs.

"Thou art my King, O GOD...

Through Thee will we PUSH down our enemies,

Through Thy Name will we tread them under that rise up against
s

Psam 44:5

"I will punish the world for their evil,

And the wicked for ther iniquity;

| will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease,

And will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible...

Every onethat isfound shdl be THRUST THROUGH."
Isaiah 13:11-15

Speaking of that day, the Holy Spirit says by Isaiah:

"For the LORD heth indignation againg dl the natiors,
And fury againg dl their host:



He hath utterly destroyed them,

He hath ddivered them to the daughter...

The LORD hath asacrifice in Bozrah,

And agreat daughter in the land of Edom,

And the wild oxen [Reem] shal come down with them,
And the bullocks with the bulls;

And their land shdl be drunken with blood,

And their dust made fat with fatness.

For it isthe day of the LORD's vengeance,

The year of recompensein the controversy of Zion."
Isaiah 34:2-8, RV

"Behold, the LORD cometh forth out of His place
To punish the inhabitants of the earth for thair iniquity:
The earth aso shdl disclose her blood,

And shdl no more cover her dain.”

Isaiah 26:21

Thisisthe united testimony of the two Reveddions. It is
pictured in the heavens, and it iswritten in the Book. It is
the prophecy of acoming Judge, and of a coming judgment.

It is, however, no mere Bull that is coming, Itisaman, a
glorious man, even "the Son of Man." Thisisthefirgt
development, shown in the first of the three congtellations
belonging to the sgn.

1. ORION (The Coming Prince)
Light breeking forth in the Redeemer

This pictureisto show that the coming oneis no mere animd,
but a man: amighty, triumphant, glorious prince.

Heis so pictured in the ancient Denderah Zodiac, where we see a
man coming forth pointing to the three bright sars (Rigd,

Bdlatrix, and Betelguez) as his. His nameis given asHa-ga-t,
which meansthisis he who triumphs. The hieroglyphic characters
below read Oar. Orion was anciently spet Oarion, from the
Hebrew root, which means light. So that Orion means coming forth
aslight. The ancient Akkadian was Ur-ana, the light of heaven.

Orion isthe mog brilliant of dl the congtdlations, and when
he comes to the meridian he is accompanied by severa adjacent



congellations of great solendour. There isthen above the
horizon the most glorious view of the celestid bodies that the
dary firmament affords; and this magnificent view isvisble
to al the habitable world, because the equinoctid line (or
soldtitia colure) passes nearly through the middle of Orion.

ARATUS thusangs of him:

"Eastward, beyond the region of the Bull,

Stands great Orion. And who, when night is clear,
Beholds him gleaming bright, shall cast hiseyesinvan
Tofind aSign more gloriousin dl heaven.”

The congdlation is mentioned by name, as being perfectly well
known both by name and appearance, in the time of Job; and as
being an object of familiar knowledge at that early period of

the world's history. See Job 9:9; 38:31, and Amos 5:8 (Heb.
Chesil, which means a strong one, a hero, or giant).

It contains 78 gtars, two being of the 1st magnitude, four of
the 2nd, four of the 3rd, sixteen of the 4th, etc.

A littleway below i (in the sword) is a very remarkable
nebulous star. A common telescope will show thet itisa
beautiful nebula. A powerful telescope revedsit as conssting
of collections of nebulous gars, these again being surrounded
by faint luminous points, which still more powerful telescopes
would resolve into separate stars.

Thus beautifully is set forth the brilliancy and glory of thet
Light which shdl bresk forth when the moment comesfor it to be
sad, "Arise, shine, for thy light iscome.”

The picture presents us with "the Light of the world.” His left
foot isggnificantly placed upon the head of the enemy. Heis
girded with aglorious girdle, sudded with three brilliant

gars, and upon this girdle is hung a sharp sword. Its handle
proves that this mighty Prince is come forth in anew character.
Heisagan proved to be "the Lamb that was dain,” for the hilt
of thissword isin the form of the head and body of alamb. In
hisright hand he lifts on high his mighty dub; whilein his

left he holds forth the token of his victory--the head and skin
of the "roaring lion." We ask in wonder, "Who isthis?' and the



names of the stars give us the answer.

The brightest, a (in the right shoulder), is named Betelgeuz,
which means the coming (Md 3:2) of the branch.

The next, b (in t